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Lenten Series 
Wednesdays 
5:30 Dinner  

6:15 Teaching  

 
 Challenge to Graystone Men: 

 

ę400Ě 
 

This is the number of  Graystone men, youth, children and their guests  

we are praying for to attend  

Indiana Experimentõs  

Spring Training Event  
With Coach Bill McCartney and special guest Robin Cole  

Saturday March 28, 2009  

9 to 11 am at the IUP Field House  
 

 There are times that try menõs souls.  This is such a time.  Economic uncertainty, unemployment, an aggres-

sive assault on faith and formerly held common moral and ethical values, temptation, and the demands of relation-

ships in the 21st require all we haveé and more.  At times we feel depleted and defeated. 

 

 But you donõt have to feel alone or without hope.  On March 28th Coach Bill McCartney, former coach of  

the National Champion Colorado Buffalos and founder of Promise Keepers, will be speaking and challenging men to 

step up with faith and courage to meet the demands of these times with a vital trust in Jesus Christ. 

 

 You can purchase tickets for $10.00 each on Sundays or in the church office throughout the week.  Invite a 

friend, family member, colleague, or neighbor. Indiana Experiment is praying for 100 men to commit their lives to 

Christ and live for Him alone. Take a step of faith.   See you there. 
 



Lenten Series  
Wednesday Evenings 

5:30 p.m.ðDinner 
6:15 p.m.ðTeaching in the Chapel 

"Praying With Jesus"    

Reflections and practices from the High Priestly Prayer of 

Jesus in John 17 

 

March 4 
Praying for those who do not yet know 

 

March 11 
Praying for Unity and Intimacy with Christ 

 

March 18 
Praying to be Changed 

 

March 25 
Praying with the Joy of Christ 

 

April 1  
Praying in the Battle 

 

From the Pastorõs  Heart 
WORSHIP  
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òSigns of Lifeó 
The Miraculous Signs of Jesus  

 

We continue our sermon series in the Gospel of John 
with the following ñSeven Signsò of Jesus as found in 
John, ñthe Gospel of Go.ò 

 

March 1  

ñSwimming and Walkingò 
John 5:1-18 

 
March 8  

ñOvercoming Obstaclesò 
John 6:16-21 

 
March 15  

ñFeeding the Multitudeò 
John 6:6-13 

 
March 22  

ñSeeing Clearlyò 
John 9:1-7 

 
March 29  

ñLiving Beyond Lifeò 
John 11:1-45 

Dear Graystone Family and Friends, 
 
 Lent has arrived.  It may seem strange, but I 
am grateful and eager to come to this season of self 
examination and reflection.  As a human prone to bro-
kenness, temptation, selfishness, peevish attitudes, an 
unforgiving spirit, bitterness, sloth, slander, a hard 
heart, sarcasm, judging others, pride, greed, gossipé
and the list goes on and on and on; I need to come to 
Christ for cleansing, repentance, renewal and grace. 
 
 I hope you sense the same need.  The promise 
of renewal is for the fellowship of the broken and con-
trite of heart.  I am inviting you to join the fellowship, to 
stay in the struggle and know that God is with you, and 
for you, and wants to fill you in order to use you.  This 
Lenten season be on your knees before God and ask 
Him to reveal those areas of your life that need His 
healing and cleansing touch, those secret places of 
darkness that need the light of Christ, those sectors of 
your soul that are parched and need to be refreshed 
and renewed. 
 
 Let this be my personal invitation to you to do 
the hard thing, to join the fellowship of the broken and 
needy, the sinful, those who need Godôs abundant 
grace.  Be vulnerable before the throne of grace. There 
you receive pardon and power for repentance which is 
a Holy Spirit empowered resolve to do the right thing.  It 
is easy to point to all the things wrong in the world, to 
focus ñout thereò without ever looking to the depths of 
our own wretchedness that lurks just below the fa­ade 
we put on. 
 
 In our baptismal and membership vows we 
agree/promise to ñrenounce evil and seek to live Godly 
lives empowered by the Holy Spirit.ò  Lent is a time to 
grow deeper in this commitment.  Join the struggle, 
stay in the battle and receive the refreshing grace of 
God. 
   Yours for Enjoying God, 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2009 

 8:30  11:00  Total Offering 

02/01/09  294  192  486  $25,831.83  

02/08/09  290  186  476  $17,812.39  

02/15/09  245  195  440  $18,512.34  

02/22/09  206  182  388  $17,210.70  

Average 259  189  448  $19,841.82  

Worship Statistics:  FYI  



SUPPORT AND ADMINISTRATION  

Memorial Contributions 
 
The words from the familiar hymn, ñThe Lordôs My 
Shepherd, Iôll Not Wantò, (Psalm 23) ring true for these 
women and men who are now ñin Godôs house forever-
moreò. 
 

The Lordôs my Shepherd, Iôll not want; 
He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; 
He leadeth me the quiet waters by. 

 
Goodness and mercy all my life 

Shall surely follow me; 
And in Godôs house forevermore 

My dwelling place shall be. 
 
Thank you from the Memorial Team to all who have 
made contributions. 
 
In Memory of:   Given By:  

John Marshall  David and Kay Smith 
Martha Wiley  David and Kay Smith 
   Nancy Brown 
Aida Boyer  Darl and Joyce Elgin 
   Katherine Judson 
Harry Ray  Ruth Evans 
   David and Kay Smith 
   Edward Ray and Jose D. Ang 
Ed Leone  Edna and Neil Lehman 
   Elinor Bair 
Alice Sheeder  David and Kay Smith 

Page 3  

WORSHIP  

We were born to glorify God and enjoy Him 
forever! 
 

We do this daily.  
We do this together every Sunday. 
We do this in many different ways.  

We can never do this too much. 
 
Mark your calendars for a  
SPECIAL SERVICE OF  
WORSHIP AND PRAISE! 
Saturday, April 24  

YOUTH MUSICIAL  
 

They are at it again!!!  
 
The Youth will be praising God through their abundant 
gifts with a new Spring Musical. 
 
Watch for more information about  

EASTER LILIES 
 
If you wish to place a lily in the sanctuary 
for Easter, please fill out the form below 
and return it to the church office.  Deadline 
for ordering is Sunday, March 29 
 

In Memory of:_________________________________ 
In Honor of:__________________________________ 
Given by:____________________________________ 
 
Please check one: 
Ǐ I will pick up my lily after the 11:00 service on 

Easter Sunday, April 12. 
Ǐ The Deacons may take my plant to a shut-in. 
 
Make checks payable to Graystone Church 

marking ñlily ñ in the memo line.   
Cost is $6.50 per plant.  



DISCIPLESHIP  DISCIPLESHIP  
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Make your calls and mark your 
calendar  

 

Ask one, two, or three friends  to come with you to join in a 
fun afternoon.   

Bring a brown bag lunch. 
 

Would you like your child to be in a safe, fun place after early 
dismissal?  Please call the church office  

to register at 724-349-5556. 
 

Childrenôs Ministry praises God for  
Those of you who have  

already volunteered.   
This March 13 outreach ministry still  

needs more volunteers.   
Please call, Linda at 724-349-6766 or  

Shari 724-349-5556. 

 

30 Hour  
Famine  
March 20 -21  
 

The Stone will once again starve for food  and join 

World Visionôs 30 Hour Famine with groups across the 
globe.  In 2008, groups like ours raised an estimated 
$12 million to help hungry children around the world.  

Watch for details on how to participate.   

Kids just like you are seeing their friends and families 

die from hunger - 26,000 every day, gone for  

good, 14,000 just from hunger and malnutrition alone. 

They're counting on you to care.  

Do you care?  

I know your own life is busy, but do you have room to 

care for someone else as well? If so, you should get 

involved.  

Starve for Food! 

SEANOR LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Recently, the Library Team acquired a 
number of materials as a result of do-
nations.  What a wonderful way to 
remember your loved ones in our 
church family! 
 
Recent additions include: 
 

Eerdmanôs Dictionary of the Bible 
In Memory of Marie Bortz 

 
The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman  

Nelsonôs Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts 
In Memory of James Boyer 

 
A Lady of Secret Devotion  

Simple Gifts  
The Jewel of Gresham Green  

In memory of Trish Shultz 
 

90 Minutes in Heaven ðA True Story of Death and 
Life (CD Format) by CD Lewis 

You Were Made for More  
In Memory of Thelma Stalnecker 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

SPRING FEST 
Saturday, April 14 

1:30-3:30 

KindergartenðSixth Grade 
 

Egg Hunt, prizes, resurrection eggs, crafts 
 

YOU CAN HELP!  
By donating wrapped candy that 
is small enough to fit inside a 
plastic egg.  Please bring it to 
the church office by Monday, 
March 30.  We are also in need 
of volunteers to help for the af-
ternoon.  If you can help please 

call Shari Costello at 724-349-5556, by Monday March 
30.  Thank you! 

CHILDREN 

YOUTH 



DISCIPLESHIP  
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Ideas for Small Group Leaders  
 

The Gift of Silence 
Create some space for God AND the opportunity for all group 
members to expand their capacity for awareness of God in 
your small group meeting by including silence.  You might try 
inviting a minute or two of silence before the beginning spo-
ken prayer.  This silence can be a way of expressing a desire 
for God and giving Him charge of the meeting.  As your group 
becomes more comfortable with this, you might invite silent 
pauses throughout your meeting for people to return to their 
desire to be open to Godôs wisdom and guidance.  Members 
can be encouraged to ask for silence during the meeting, too, 
if they need a longer time for reflection on a particular com-
ment or question. 

 
On February 13, 2009, Ransomed traveled to 
Pittsburgh for CCOôs annual Jubilee conference.  
Our group of 9 was among the 2300 in atten-
dance for the weekend.    Through teaching, 
presentations, storytelling and workshops, the 
students were provided a vision of life as recipi-
ents and agents of Christôs kingdom.  In various 
forms, they heard the true and compelling story 
of Godôs good creation culminating in his creat-
ing humanity in his image and likeness, our fall 
into enslaving and destructive sin, and the re-
deeming and renewing grace and mercy of God 
in and through Jesus Christ.  Our identity as 
Christôs witnesses who have given power by the 
Holy Spirit was resoundingly declared.  Out of 
the conference, students spoke of taking re-
sponsibility for social justice and community 
building as disciples of Christ.  Before leaving 
Pittsburgh, our members individually sponsored 
two children with Compassion International.  We 
hope to continue to embody such expressions of 
love and mercy right here in Indiana.  Overall, it 
was a stimulating weekend filled with much 
laughter, rich discussion and lasting memories. 

DISCIPLESHIP  

The Health and Wholeness Team announces: 
 

March is National Colorectal 

Cancer Awareness Month  
 

ñThe Lord will be a refuge for the oppressed,  
a refuge in times of trouble.ò  Psalm 9:9 

 
Cancer is the 2nd leading cause of death in the US.  
Cancer of the large intestine, or colon, and the rectum 
is called Colorectal Cancer.   
 
A few of the risk factors are:  

¶ Age 

¶ High fat-low fiber diet 

¶ Presence of polypsðbenign growth on wall of co-
lon 

¶ Family history 
 
Some signs to be wary of are:  

¶ Changes in bowel habits 

¶ Frequent gas pains 

¶ Bloating  

¶ Fullness and/or cramps 

¶ Unexplained weight loss 
 
Screening is Extremely Important ð 

¶ If caught in the early stages survival rate in 90%.   
 
Types of screening:  

¶ Contact your Primary Physician for guidance on 
follow up 

 

For additional information:  
Call or visit the America Cancer Society website 

or contact the Parish Nurse. 
 

ñDear Lord, Please comfort us with your  
presence in our time of need.ò 

CAMPUS 
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MEMBER CARE  

STEPHEN SOLUTIONS 
 
 
Welcome back to Stephen Solutions, 
the monthly column from the Stephen 
Ministry Team at Graystone.  This 
month we will be looking at handling 

difficult or volatile conversations.  From time to time 
nerves and frustrations get the best of all of us.  And 
when youôre on the receiving end, you tend to want to 
give as good as you get.  This however, is not only 
fruitless; itôs also going against Scripture.  ñIf possible, 
so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all 
men.ò (Rom. 12:18)  So, just how do you handle those 
situations where tempers are flaring, whether they be 
yours or someone elseôs?  One of the first principles is 
to respond to the person in half the tone in which they 
are talking (or shouting) to you.  Such action tends to 
have a soothing and calming effect.  Second, try using 
ñIò statements.  Take the focus off the other person.  
Instead of saying things like, ñyouôre being unreason-
able,ò you might want to try ñI see your point, but have 
you considered . . .ò  Another example might be replac-
ing, ñyouôre not listening to me,ò  with, ñI get the feeling 
Iôm not making myself clear.ò  Finally, one last element 
which might help to bring the conversation back to civil-
ity is to avoid using generalizations.  Stick to the specif-
ics of this incident.  Claiming that, ñyou always do this 
or thatò may or may not be true.  But what is certain is 
that statements like that will usually put the other per-
son in a defensive stance ready for more of a fight.  
These suggestions will often help in difficult situations, 
but they will never replace relying on prayer for wisdom 
when dealing with a difficult person or a difficult situa-
tion. 

PEP Luncheon 
Wednesday, April 15 

12:00 noon 
 

Entertainment: 
Pastor Paul Thompson  
from Punxsy Church 

 

RSVP to Gladys Rodgers at  
724-465-6444 

By April 10 

DISCIPLESHIP  

FORTY WORDS TO 

FAST ON  
 
 This year the period of Lent begins February 
25.  Lent is typically a time of prayer and preparation to 
celebrate the Resurrection.  It represents the time Je-
sus spent in the wilderness preparing for His ministry.  
Christians use this period of time for self examination 
and repentance.  Many also use this season as a time 
of sacrificing to identify with Jesus in His suffering.  
Some will give up a meal, sweets, TV or some other 
daily routine or habit during this period. 
 
 The Prayer Ministry Team is requesting you 
participate in the ñWord For the Dayò during Lent.  Each 
day we will focus on one word.  As a part of your daily 
devotions we ask you spend a minimum of 5 minutes 
each day researching this word.  One scripture refer-
ence is provided with each word but spend some extra 
time searching the scriptures, look the definition up in 
the dictionary or other sources.  For the next 24 hours 
meditate on this word and the related scriptures and 
information you collected on it.  Put it into action during 
the day where and when possible.  Build it into a sen-
tence prayer.  Ask God to give you new insight con-
cerning this word. 
 
 It is not required to sign up to participate but if 
you choose to do so with an e-mail or address we will 
keep you updated through those means.  You are not 
required to fast but please consider setting some time 
aside to participate.   
 
 The six Sundays in Lent are not counted 
among the forty days of Lent because each Sunday 
represents a celebration of the resurrection.  We will be 
scheduling six words a week Monday through Saturday 
up to Resurrection Sunday. 

If you would like these 
words e -mailed to you 

contact the church  
office or  

 
GraystonePrays 

@yahoo.com  
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Spotlight on Missions:  
 

MISSION AWARENESS 
The Church Crisis Committee of 

Indiana County  
 
 No one should have to choose between a warm 
home and enough food to eat.  But thatôs what was hap-
pening in Indiana County twenty years ago.  Desperate 
families were knocking at church doors asking for help 
when government funds had run out.  Some would seek 
shelter with relatives when their gas or electric was shut 
off or when there was no more fuel oil in the tank.  Older 
people in ill health were found nearly frozen rather than 
leave their homes or ask for money.  ICCAP needed a 
cushion for these people, and in 1990 the Church Crisis 
Committee was born, becoming partners with ICCAP. 
 

 There are currently about 39 churches, some 
that give donations regularly into this common fund, and 
approximately 80 families which have been helped in the 
year 2008.  Some examples: 

 

ñA family of 11 faced termination of their electrical ser-
vice.  Although the dad worked, his gross income of 

$1,188 per month was hardly enough to take care of this 
wife and their nine children.  CCC was able to pay $200 

towards the bill; and termination was avoided.ò 
 

ñA sixty year old woman with heart problems had no 
heat.  CCC issued a 20 gallon voucher to hold her over 
until arrangements could be made for a fuel oil delivery.ò 

 

ñA husband, wife and children had no heat.  Due to lay-
offs, they had no income.  Their energy assistance was 
applied to their electric bills.  CCC issued them $80 in 

fuel oil vouchers until a long term solution could be 
found.ò 

 

ñA disabled father, a mother on oxygen, and a ten year 
old child faced termination of their electric service.  They 

needed $262.20 to stop the termination.  They could 
only get a one-month bill paid out of Emergency Food 

and Shelter Funds, which left a balance of $72.48.  CCC 
paid the balance and the electric remained on.ò 

 

 We provide a last-resort means of assistance 
through funds from Indiana County Churches after IC-
CAP determines the extent of their need.  When no 
other funds are available, CCC pays the vendor the 
minimum amount to prevent a shut off.  In extreme 
cases we have ñbentò the minimum rule when tiny ba-
bies or elderly or ill people were in danger. 
 Words of appreciation from client families keep 
us going.  We read notes at our meetings and hear the 
stories of those going through temporary hard times.  
Weôre glad we were there to help.  Our committee meets 
in prayer, seeking guidance and serving in a quiet way.  
We need and would welcome anyone who would like to 
join our committee.  Visitors are welcome, too! 

Coralie Hershman 
Church Crisis Committee Volunteer 

MISSION AND OUTREACH  

CHILI COOK - OFF  

Calling all Cooks!   
 

Get out those chili pots and spices!  

Itôs time again for  

Graystoneõs Chili Cook-off  
Sunday, March 29 

at  
4:00 p.m.   

 
The chili competition will be for cooks 16 years of age 
and older.  All are welcome to come and, for a dona-
tion, enjoy a chili supper, to benefit this yearôs mission 
trips.  Entertainment will be provided while the judging 
is completed. 
 

What a great way to support Graystoneôs  
Missions and at the same time,  

enjoy some award winning food!  
 
For more information or to enter either the chili or corn-
bread competition, contact Jayne Allshouse at 724-349
-7705 or jayall@roadrunner.com or Jayne Mitchell at 
724-349-6114 or raymitchell4@verizon.net 

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Fund Raiser 
MARCH 21 
6:00 p.m. 

 

Tickets are $5.00 for adults and  
$3.00 for children through age 12.   

 
Call John Hanna for Tickets. 

724-349-5556 ext 20 
 

Proceeds will help college students and 
young adults go on Graystoneôs Mission Trip 

to New Orleans in May. 


