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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Small Group Celebration 

ÕSix Marks of A DiscipleÖ 
Dinner 

Saturday, November 14 
5:30 p.m. 

Gathering Place 
(See Page 3) for more information) 

 

òCHRIST THE KINGó 
Sunday 

Come Worship the King  

November 22, 2009  

2010 Stewardship  
Pledge Cards Mailed 

Responses will be collected on 
Christ the King Sunday 

ǒ 

640 Church Street, Indiana, Pennsylvania 
Phone:  724-349-5556  Fax:  724-349-4557 

www.graystonepc.org 

Investment Advice for Perilous Times  
 

 Any solid financial investment would consider short term and long term gain with the possibility of 
growth in a stable environment backed by a long time, high performing company with minimal risk and high 
yield.  Are you interested?  Here is solid advice that I guarantee you will never regret: 
 

Invest in the Kingdom of God!  
 

 Hereôs how:  First; get your heart right by realizing that earthly investments can only give a limited re-
turn that eventually fades and falters.  They are ultimately less than satisfying because they were never in-
tended to be ultimately satisfying in life.  When we make earthly treasures our ultimate goal we miss the truly 

satisfying promises of Godôs kingdom.  Jesus thought this was pretty serious when he warned against this 
peril saying ñDo not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 
thieves and robbers break in and stealé.ò  See clearly.  Donôt get sucked in!. 
 

 Second; recognize that Godôs kingdom is real and worthy of your greatest investment.  Godôs kingdom 
is permanent, perfect, enjoyable and rewarding.  It never falters or disappoints, it is always expanding and 
has unlimited resources.  Hebrews reminds us of the proper attitude for receiving such a kingdom: ñTherefore 
let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God  acceptable wor-
ship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.ò  Our financial world has been shaken (again) 
but Godôs kingdom is unshakable!! Individual worlds are shaken and shattered daily, but Godôs kingdom 
doesnôt have the slightest little tremor.  A wise investor invests in the kingdom of God.   Trust.  Donôt miss out! 
 

 Third; maintain a balanced portfolio of investing your time, talent and treasure.  May our 2010 stew-
ardship effort this month be a reminder that God wants all of you, not just your time or your wallet or your 
gifts.  He wants your heart from which every thing else flows freely and generously.  Give.  Donôt hold back! 
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Six Marks of  a Disciple  
 
 

November 1  
Communion Sunday 

ñA Spirit of Servanthood and 
Stewardshipò 

Mark 10:35-45 
 

 

November 8  
ñThe Cost of Discipleshipò 

Luke 14:25-35 
 
 

November 15  
Operation Christmas Child Dedication  

ñCalled to Making Disciplesò 
Matthew 28:18-20 

 
 

November 22  
ñWho Is Your Lord?ò 

 Philippians 2:5-11 
 

November 29  
First Sunday of Advent  

  

OCTOBER 2009  

 8:30  11:00  Total Offering 

10/4/09  274  226  500  $23,946.37  

10/11/09  347   347  $11,554.28  

10/18/09  240  233  473  $22,058.77  

10/25/09  246  194  446  $10,039.75  

 277  218  442  $16,899.79  

Worship Statistics:  FYI  

Cultivating a Spirit of  

Servanthood and Stewardship  
  

Dear Graystone Family and Friends, 
 
 ñWould you take $200?ò 
 
 That was the question I asked the junk-yard 
dealer as I plopped the tie-rod end on the counter after 
I had worked so hard to get it off the junked car in his 
lot.  I needed it to replace the bent tie-rod end on my 
car.  I was in Colorado Springs and had to get back to 
Pennsylvania.  I only had $200; which was the amount 
I had saved over the summer working at a Christian 
camp to get home.  He said ñIôll take it.ò  I was relieved.  
Earlier he wanted $250.  Now I had a new problem: 
how would I get to PA?  I prayed. 
 
 The next day I found an envelope in my mail-
box with $200 given anonymously!  Someone knew of 
my plight and had the means to meet the needéand 
did!  I was grateful.  The benefactor apparently had 
cultivated the habit of giving generously so when he/
she heard of a need he/she gave. (I still wonder who it 
was although I have my suspicions.)  I learned some-
thing about giving that day through the living example 
of a true giver. 
 
 Over the years I have tried to reciprocate by 
ñpaying forwardò the gift that was given to me and to 
cultivate a spirit of servanthood and stewardship.  This 
begins with an initial decision to be a giver.  This also 
means I have to be responsible with my time, finances 
and gifts in order to have resources to give. Avoiding 
debt, prioritizing and seeking to focus on that which is 
most important has also freed me to give more. 
 
 A by-product of growing as a steward is con-
tentment.  It frees me from keeping up with the Joneses 
or having the latest styles or more than a few channels 
on my TV.  I can enjoy the simple, yet elegant gifts that 
God has given me.  The ones that donôt cost  a thing 
yet are  priceless! 
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Series  

Celebration Dinner 
 

The Small Group Ministry Team  
cordially invites  

you, your family, your small group  
and your church friends 

to this special dinner  
honoring the goodness of our Lord  

as we have experienced Him 
in the fall sermon/small group series.   

 
Please come and celebrate with us! 

 

Saturday, November 14th 
5:30PM 

Gathering Place 
 

REMEMBER!    
Bring the whole family 
Bring your small group 

 

Graystone Extends Arms of Love 
 

 Our worship service on October 11 was a little 
bit different.  The single service, with its focus on loving 
others in Godôs name was attended by a casually-
dressed sneaker-clad congregation. 
 At the close of the service over 200 people of 
all ages headed out our big wooden doors to serve our 
community.  With garbage bags and maps in our arms 
of love, we cleaned up some of the mess left over from 
the week-endôs IUP homecoming celebrations. 
 At the same time, our Gathering Place was the 
scene of various extensions of Godôs love to others, as 
over 60 more people participated in projects there. 
 

¶ Shoeboxes were wrapped and cards were made 
for Operation Christmas Child; 

¶ Care packages were made for our college students 
who live away from home; 

¶ Care packages were made for service men and 
women; 

¶ Delicious lasagna dinners were prepared and then 
delivered to shut-ins. 

 

 As we all gathered in the Sanctuary at 11:30 to 
celebrate what God accomplished through us, it was 
clear that participants were truly blessed - by being a 
blessing to others.  Our blue-jeaned Pastor Rick led a 
joyful time of sharing.  Our church family experienced a 
special sense of unity as we allowed ourselves to be 
His humble servants, loving others in His name. 
 The prevailing opinion was that we should defi-
nitely do this again, with hopefully even more of our 
congregation being a part of this blessing.  Helpful sug-
gestions and further feedback can be directed to Shari 
Costello and Tim Calhoun, or any member of the Lead-
ership Team. 

The care package for our service men and women 
were received with excitement and gratitude.  We have 
received several letters thanking the church for extend-
ing their love and care.  Here is a sample letter from 
Justin Kitts:  
 
Dear Graystone Presbyterian Church: 
 
 Thank you for the packages you sent to us.  
The Marines including myself found everything you 
sent very useful.  My friend, Sean, got a big kick out of 
the incredible hulk candy sticks, and I find the socks 
you sent are very comfortable.  Tommy loves the fruit 
snacks and wants to get them by the box!  The football 
cards you sent  were a nice touch, we handed out all 
the cards so everyone in our platoon could get one.  
We truly appreciate everything your Church has done 
for us.  Speaking for all of the Marines here you  have 
made our day special.  In a way you have touched the 
hearts of everyone of us, Thank You. 
 

   Justin M. Kitts 
   US MarinesðSemper Fi 

LANCE CORPORAL WEEKS 
MW55 472 
DET A/IRP 
UNIT 78261 

FPO AE 09509-8261 

USMC CORPORAL  
GONZALEZ RIGOBERTO 

MW55 472 
DET A/IRP 
UNIT 78261 

FPO AE 09509-8261 

LCPL SEAN M JOHNSTON 
MW55 472 
DET A/IRP 
UNIT 78261 

FPO AE 09509-8261 

CPL DAVID SORRENTINIO 
MW55 472 
DET A/IRP 
UNIT 78261 

FPO AE 09509-8261 

JUSTIN M KITTS 
MW55 472 
DET A/IRP 
UNIT 78261 

FPO AE 09509-8261 

We encourage you to continue to extend your arms of 
love by keeping all of our service men and women in 
your prayers.  If you would like to write or send care 
packages, here are the addresses of the men who 
wrote back to us: 
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 It became quite visible that love is an action 
when at least 26 disciples (adults and youth) of Christ 
from Graystone used their 'arms of love' in preparation 
and during the 1/2 Day of School Outreach.  We were 
blessed with 72 children.  
 The focus was on 'motives' and how we should 
filter them through a heart that does Matthew 22:37-
39.  The outflow would be 'actions' that show a heart for 
Christ alone.  The parents were given a 'take home 
placemat' that would encourage conversation, around 
the dinner table, about the child's activities for the day. 
We give thanks and praise to our Lord for the volun-
teers and children.  We thank each of you for being 
available to help so this ministry can continue to reach 
out into the community. 
                                       The Children's Ministry Team 

We finished our series on 

temptation called Hooked 

and now we will be going 

through a series called òThe 

Church the Way it Should 

Be.ó This series will take a 

look at the early church and 

draw lessons as to how we 

should act toward each 

other and toward the world. 

Come out Wed @ 6:30pm 

and see whatõs going on! 

Sunday mornings weõve been 

going through stories in 

Genesis in a series called 

òLife Lessons from Genesis.ó 

Weõve looked at Abram, 

Jacob, Noah, Joseph and 

more and learned from their 

mistakes and triumphs. Next 

weõll be taking a look at some 

of the more bizarre tales in 

scripture and understanding 

how they affect us in 2009!  

                              

We will be celebrating 

Thanksgivingtogether with a dinner on Novem-

ber 22nd at 6:30 pm.  

Starting the first Tuesday in November (Nov 3) 

òStoneLite,ó an afterschool ministry at  Graystone, 

will be in the Stone Lounge from 2:30 ñ5pm. This will 

continue every school Tuesday. Teens from Gray-

stone as well as other places are invited to come out 

and hang  with each other in a Christ -centered envi-

ronment. There will be games, food, and challenges 

for kids to grow in their faith or to meet Christ for 

the first time!  

There are tons of opportunities to help out and weõd 

love to have you join us. If youõre interested, call Tim 

at the Church or email at  

tcalhoun@graystonepc.org.  

In early November The 

Stone will be raking leaves 

for Graystone members and 

friends who are unable or 

have a hard time on their 

own.  

Drop-n-Shop 
Free Quality Childcare 

Saturday, December 5 

1:00-4:00 pm 

 

 Christmas is fast approaching and you may need 
some time to shop or just get away for a few hours.  Let us 
help you by providing free quality childcare for your chil-
dren.  Saturday, December 5th we will be hosting the Drop-n
-Shop, were your children can come and have a fun day 
while you have a peaceful Saturday afternoon, as you pre-
pare for Christmas. Please share the coupon below with 
someone you work with, someone in your neighborhood or 
a friend or family member that might be interested.  Reser-
vations are not required, but they will assure that you have 
a spot reserved for this day.  You can make a reservation by 
calling or emailing the church office at (724)-349-5556 or 
balter@graystonepc.org. 
 

Volunteers needed 
We are looking for volunteers to reach out to our commu-
nity through this event.  If you are interested please call Sue 
North 724-465-4480 or Shari Costello 724-349-5556.  We 
also need cut-out sugar cookies (no icing please), they can 
be dropped off in the church office prior to Monday, No-
vember 30.   
 

Redeem for Free Quality Childcare 

DROP-N-SHOP 
Saturday, November 5   

1:00-4:00 pm 
Graystone  Church 

640 Church St 
Indiana, Pa  15701 

724-349-5556(call to make a reservation) 

mailto:balter@graystone


Page 5  

DISCIPLESHIP  DISCIPLESHIP  

SEANOR LIBRARY  
 

 Have you ever met a per-
son who wrote a book that you 
loved reading?  We did!  Betty Jami-
son, Vivian Ray and Jeannette 
Frank attended a national Church 

and Synagogue Library Association meeting in Canton, 
Ohio this summer and we met several authors.  One 
was a writer of over 400 books for children and adults.  
Her name is Dandi Daley Mackall.  She talked to our 
group about her many books.  Some are based on her 
own experience.  In A Girl Named Dan she describes 
winning an essay contest telling why she wants to be 
bat boy for the Kansas City Aôs. When they find out that 
she is a girl she is disqualified.  After her book came 
out her publisher received notice that the Kansas City 
Aôs wanted her to come and be bat boy.  She went and 
took her granddaughter! 
 
 Several other books written by Mackall are: 
The Treetops are Whispering (a board book poem 
based on Psalms 19) and Crazy in Love and Larger-
Than-Life Lara, chapter books for young people.  Dandi 
Mackall has a wonderful way of approaching dilemmas 
in peopleôs lives and working through them in a believ-
able and satisfying way. We were able to purchase 
these books with funds from the James Myers Memo-
rial.  
 
 Another published author and one who has 
close ties to Graystone is Kerri Mountain, Connie Both-
ellôs sister.  She has written a novel, The Parsonôs 
Christmas Gift.  Kerri is an elementary school teacher 
who enjoys writing. 
 
 For those of you who read the Gilbert Morris 
House of Winslow Seriesðthe Sheplers have given us 
a missing book in the series titled The Virtuous Woman 
(#34) and the 1941 book The Widowôs Choice and the 
1942 book The White Knight. 
 
 We are adding many adult fiction books to the 
collection.  Stop by the library or the Christian Ed lobby 
table to check them out.  

The Health And Wellness Team Announces  
November as: 
 

 NATIONAL DIABETES  
AWARENESS MONTH  

 

ñThen Jesus again unto them saying, óI 
am the light of the world; he that follows 
me shall not walk in darkness but the 
light of lifeô.ò  (John 8:12) 
 
     Diabetes (Mellitus), also known as ñsugarò, is a dis-
ease that affects the ability of the pancreas to produce 
insulin.  Insulin is a hormone that allows blood glucose 
(sugar) into the cells to use as energy, the disease that 
is well understood and has been widely studied.  The 
advantage of this is that all the risk factors and long-
term effects are well known. 
 
Risk factors for developing diabetes are: 

¶ Age 

¶ Obesity 

¶ Race  

¶ Family History 

¶ Nutritional Status (ñdietò) 

¶ Baby Born, To You, Over 9 Pounds  
 
 
Some symptoms of Diabetes are: 

¶ Increased Thirst 

¶ Increased Appetite 

¶ Increased Number of Times And Amount Of 
Urination 

¶ Tiredness (More than Usual)  
 
There are two types of Diabetes: 

¶ Insulin-Dependent Diabetes Mellitus (IDDM 
or Type I) 

¶ Non-Insulin-Dependent Diabetes Mellitus 
(NIDDM or Type II) 

 
     The way this disease is usually diagnosed, and 
symptoms managed, are by you Physician monitoring 
your ñfastingò (not eating) blood ñglucoseò level (ñBlood 
sugarò level).  Please contact your Physician and ask 
them for a ñfasting glucose levelò, if you suspect you 
may have Diabetes.  There are other tests to help with 
diagnosing Diabetes; you Physician will know what to 
order. 
 

ñLord God, Shine your light upon my life  
and show me if there are things  

I need to know and do to care for my body  
to help me have a healthier life,  
in Jesusô Name, Amen.ò           
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STEPHEN  

SOLUTIONS 
 
 

DISCIPLESHIP  

PEP LUNCHEON  
 

Join us Wednesday, November 18  

PEP Thanksgiving Luncheon  

with turkey and all the trimmings  

 

Our special entertainment will be provided by Walt Marr and his char-

acterization of Samuel, the prophet.   

 

If you have been thinking about attending one of our luncheons this 

would be a wonderful opportunity.  Come and join in the fun, good food 

and fellowship.  

 

Reservations are due by Sunday, November 15.   

Call Gladys Rodgers at 724-465-6444.   

We once again come to Stephen Solutions.  This 
month we will be doing something a little different.  
Very often people have misconceptions about who 
Stephen Ministers are available for.  Sometimes people 
think we are only for those who are on their death bed 
or for those who have chronic illnesses.  Indeed, 
Stephen Ministers are available for people in those 
situations, but there is a whole host of other situations 
Stephen Ministers are also available to serve people in.  
Perhaps the following mailing out of Stephen Minister 
headquarters in St. Louis might help your understand-
ing of what we are available for at Graystone.  Stephen 
Ministers are the ñafter people.ò 
 
Stephen Ministers are there:  
 
. . . after the phone call you hoped youôd never get. 
. . . after the divorce papers are served and the bottom 
falls out of your life. 
. . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the 
emotions youôve held at bay come crashing in on you. 
. . . after the doctor says, ñIôm sorry, but thereôs nothing 
more we can do.ò 
. . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand 
and says, ñWelcome to your new home.ò 
. . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and 
drives awayðand the house suddenly seems empty. 
. . . after the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, 
and your loved one is led away. 
. . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than 
you ever 
dreamed possible. 
. . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. 
. . . after your family and friends have heard your story 
one too many times, but you still need to talk it out. 
 

Special Thanks 

    

I thank each and all 

who participated  and 

made our recent bus 

trip such a success.  

The trip was enjoyed 

by all who attended. 

                       

         Sincerely,  

    Don Hinton  

Midnight Mission  
 
Saturday, October 10 ï Homecoming Saturday at 
IUP and Midnight Mission here at Graystone -  was a 
great night for us here at Graystone and in our Cam-
pus Ministry.  The night into morning was lively, inter-
active, joyful, intense, musical, boisterous and 
prayerful.  Dedicated volunteers were out as late as 3 
am setting up, taking down, mixing hot chocolate, 
filling condiment bottles and, of course, grilling hot 
dogs.  We distributed approximately 2700 hot dogs 
and gallons of hot chocolate.  Many teams ï both 
students and church members ï went out into town 
with trays of hot dogs to give away to hungry stu-
dents.    
 
ñWhy are you doing thisò was the most frequent 
question.  One significant answer is because God 
has freely given us all that we have.  Free hot dogs 
are simply a very small token and expression of what 
heôs given us.  Often, we received expressions of 
thanksgiving and sometimes even wonder.  There 
were many meaningful discussions (and sometimes 
disagreements) concerning Jesus and his claims.  
Some students found an opportunity to speak about 
their struggles.  It was our privilege to pray with and 
for them. 
 
Midnight Mission was the kind of event that makes 
ministry a joyful service ï seeing Graystone mem-
bers and college students (sometimes one in the 
same) serving together in Jesusô name and speaking 
his good news to our community.  We look forward to 
your joining us next year.     
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Spotlight on Missions  
Alternative Christmas Gifts  

MISSION AND OUTREACH  

 Christmas is right around the corner and we 
are all finding ourselves entrenched in making lists, 
finding bargains, and searching out just the right gifts 
for those we love.  Slow down ï take a breath -  and 
consider for a moment an alternative!  Alternative gift 
giving that is!  Alternative gift giving provides an oppor-
tunity to help others while honoring your gift recipient.  
Purchasing a gift through organizations like Church 
World Service, in the name of your loved ones, is a 
unique and meaningful gift to consider.  A wide variety 
of possibilities are available.  The Congregational Mis-
sion Awareness Team invites you to take a look at 
some of the options that are available to you. 
 

First, please take the time to read the ideas 
listed on the bulletin inserts during this month. There 
are many organizations highlighted in the insert. Inter-
national Justice Mission, Wycliffe Bible Translators and 
Samaritans Purse are just a few of the organizations 
that you could easily and conveniently partner with in 
your gift giving.   Next, each Sunday in Advent you can 
visit us in the Gathering Place during the Sunday 
School hour.  We can help you find alternative gifts 
from a variety of organizations that will suit all those 
names on your gift list. 

 
This year we are able to assist those choosing 

gifts from Church World Service by accepting your do-
nation, providing you with a gift card and a description 
of what you have purchased!  You can provide relief 
and support to others around the world by giving the 
gift of a goat, rabbit or a beehive.  You can purchase 
mosquito nets, seeds, tools or wheelbarrows.  You can 
improve literacy by purchasing school kits, or improve 
school infrastructure with the purchase of a desk or a 
classroom. You help to bring the gift of clean water by 
gifting a bio-sand filter, a water pump, drip irrigation 
system or help to drill a well.  There are many ideas of 
ways that you can pair the alternative gift with a corre-
sponding, representative gift for your loved one.  Weôd 
be happy to help you come up with some ideas for 
those special people on your gift list this year! 

 
We urge you to consider sharing your love of 

all Godôs children, with your loved ones during this 
Christmas season by blessing them with an alternative 
gift, Check out the possibilities and consider giving gifts 
with a lasting meaning! 

ARCADIA 
 

ñThe harvest is plentiful, but the works are few.ò 
Matthew 9:37 

 

 When we arrived at the Arcadia Presbyterian 
Church on October 5, three ladies were there to help 
unload the truck.  We had food and clothing from Gray-
stone.    The ladies were anxious to show us the new 
linoleum on the Sunday School room floor.  Someone 
had donated money for this and two of their men had 
laid it.  We found that fourteen people often attended 
Sunday School and that Betty Coble had served com-
munion to twenty-one on Sunday.  Betty hope to spend 
the winter in the Clymer area to keep preaching. 
 
 Remember, food only, now.   
 

Our next donation  
date is November 1.   

 
They need hot cereal, hot chocolate, pasta and toma-
toes.  Thank you for giving so generously to those in 
need. 

THANK YOU  

 

        "A big THANK YOU for all the ushers who helped 

my Mother and I when she recently took a nose dive 

while walking into church!  I was very impressed with 

how fast the ushers responded.  They were all kind and 

helpful.  They knew exactly the right things to do to help 

Helen and I during this unexpected tumble.  A special 

thanks to Patti Gahagan and Patty Streams who were 

also very helpful in getting us ice, and extending care and 

sympathy.  These church members and our Graystone 

Ushers really cared for us with the arms of love!  On the 

light side...although we didn't get to stay to hear the ser-

mon "Knees for Prayer", Helen and I did spend the ma-

jority of time in church that Sunday, on our knees!  :) 

 

 ~ Karen Spadafora 
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Family Advent Celebration  
with the  

 
 
 

 
 
 

It is time to prepare,  
the Advent of the Lord is near! 

 

Sunday, December 2 
11:15 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

 

Everyone who enjoys the decorations of 
the Advent and Christmas seasons, is en-
couraged to join in the fellowship of mak-
ing and hanging wreaths to decorate the 
church and handcrafting gifts that will 

brighten your home as we prepare for the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

 

 

of the 

Bring all family members, bring your work 
clothes, bring your prunning shears, and 
bring your joy to share during this gather-

ing of the family of God.  
 

11:15  Wreath Station 
12:00  Luncheon 

12:30-2:00 Wreath and Gift Stations 
2:00-4:00 Wreath Station  

(childcare available)  
 

Reservations are not required, but would 
be appreciated if your family plans on eat-
ing at the luncheon.  Reservations can be 
made by calling or emailing Becky Alter at 

724-349-5556 or bal-
ter@graystonechurch.net 

 

Donations needed: 
¶ �D�˜�D�[�• 
¶ flour 
¶ granulated sugar 
¶ light brown sugar 

 


