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 ...and chocolate, or so the month of February with Valentineôs Day would lead us to believe.  ñLove is the answer 
for the world today.ò  Listen to the pop radio stations and almost every song has to do with love, being in love, the heart-
ache of love, or desiring love (as best the artist understands it).  If you look at magazines in the checkout lines, the covers 
are plastered with how to get love, who has a new love, and who lost their love.  This infatuation with love points to our be-
ing made in the image of God.  We are creatures made to reflect the divine relationship of the trinity.  God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit have lived in perfect love for all of eternity.  There is something good about the drive for 
loving relationships. 
 However, there is also something distorted.  When we grasp after anything other than God as our answer to what 
we need, that thing becomes elusive and impure.  When I think that I have to have something, I find that I am much less 
likely to get it; even when I do get it, it isnôt all that I thought it would be.  Frequently, when I let something go and focus on 
loving and living with God, that thing I was desiring comes with Him or becomes less of a desire.  Recently, my wife, 
Tracee led our small group ministry team in an exercise.  We had to envision ourselves in a desert with all the things for 
which we thirsted.  Then we were to picture Jesus there.  Where was He in the picture?  How did the picture change with 
Jesus there?  For me, everything for which I thirsted began to move closer and closer to Jesus until I realized everything I 
needed or wanted was in Him. 
 God has given many of us the great gift of loving relationships.  It is good to celebrate and give thanks for these 
relationships.  Many of us long for deeper love, more love, or just one loving friend.  Rather than pursuing love for loveôs 
sake, as if it is all we need, try loving and living with God and loving your neighbor.  This is what Scot McKnight calls the 
ñJesus Creedò.  Jesus changes some of the ancient Jewish creeds in subtle but profound ways that open up the kingdom 
of God and our hearts to the satisfying love of God. 
 This season of Lent we will explore the ñJesus Creedò each Wednesday evening beginning at our Ash Wednes-
day Service, February 17th.  In addition, we will celebrate marriage relationships and Godôs love expressed in them at our 
Sweetheart Dinner  as couples married for just a few years to over 50 years share how God has fulfilled the Jesus Creed 
in them by ñLoving God and Loving Othersò. 
 

Take advantage of these opportunities to grow in Christ and so in your capacity to love.  
Jesus is all you need.  He is the answer.  
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 8:30  11:00  Total Offering 

01/03/10  241  187  428  $20,348.01  

01/10/10  241  185  426  $14,227.00  

01/17/10  283  234  517  $19,995.14  

01/24/10  323  264  587  $12,260.82  

 272  218  490  $16,707.74  

Worship Statistics:  FYI  

Sermon Series: 
  

òENDURING FAITH:ó   

Life Lessons from  I and II Peter 
 

February 7  
ñGrowing Faithò               I Peter 1:22-2:3
   

   
February 14  

ñPrecious Faithò                                     I Peter 2:4-10
       

 
February 21  

 ñVisible Faithò                                      I Peter 2:11-17  
    

February 28  
ñPatient Faithò                                       I Peter 2:18-20

   

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 17  
7:00 p.m. 

 

 ñThe Most Important 
Commandmentsò 

 

An invitation to the Lenten Discipline 
ñ40 Days Living the Jesus Creedò  

devotional guide begins. 

Dear Graystone Family and Friends, 
 

 Learning to walk with Jesus as our ñchief Shep-
herdò takes lots of trust.  This is especially true when 
the path suddenly turns away from what we hoped 
would be ease and abundance to a place of difficulty 
and barrenness.  Itôs at times like this when Jesus asks 
us ñDo you love me enough to trust me?ò 
 

 Life for the early disciples was anything but 
easy.  Peter wrote about ñsuffering various trialsò simply 
because of the One they chose to follow.  The domi-
nant culture did not understand them.  They faced their 
neighborôs scorn.  Mistreatment could break out sud-
denly and brutally. No one would ask for these circum-
stances.  But God used these circumstances to deepen 
their faith and increase their love. 
 

 We see setbacks. God sees opportunities.  In 
His sovereign grace, God transforms loss, disappoint-
ment, hurt, pain, grief, and persecution into a faith more 
precious than gold.  This kind of ñfire-testedò faith pro-
duces a love of the Savior that yields ñunutterable and 
exalted joyò according to Peter. 
 

 Peter affirmed a love for Jesus by the people in 
the midst of persecution.  They didnôt have the benefits 
Peter enjoyed.  He saw Jesus and witnessed His mira-
cles. He experienced firsthand the joy of His forgive-
ness and favor.  These new believers had none of 
these benefits.  What they saw was hardship that could 
have made them bitter and disillusioned.  Yet, to para-
phrase Peter, ñwithout having seen Him they loved 
Him, though they did not see Him they believed in Him 
and rejoiced...ò  Thatôs faithébelieving in the unseen.  
Jesus asked; ñDo you love me enough to trust me?ò 
 

 Their answer made all the difference.  They 
answered ñYes.ò 
 

 May we all have strength of faith to answer 
ñyesò when the chief Shepherd asks us to trust Him in 
the best and worst of  times. 
 
  Trusting, 
 
 
  Rick 

Former Minister of Christian Education Dies  
 Donald Lammers, 82, of Cortland, NY, died 
Tuesday, January 5.  Don and his wife of 56 years, 
Beatrice, served as Minster of Christian Education un-
der Dr. Lawrence and Dr. Sutherland from 1960 -63.  A 
memorial service was held at the United Presbyterian 
Church of Cortland on Sunday, January 17.  Sympathy 
cards may be sent to: 

Mrs. Donald Lammers 
11 Circle Drive  

Cortland, NY  13045 
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SEANOR 
 LIBRARY  

 
 Two things to take note of the next time you 
visit the library:   
 
(1)  a new handmade ñpillow basketò  fashioned by 

our own library team member Helen Hovis, 
basket maker extraordinaire,  

 
(2) the new penguin bulletin board by artistically 

talented Darlene Uhron. 
 

 We have begun adding books to our childrenôs 
collection for the older elementary ages purchased with 
funds from the James Myerôs Memorial Fund.  We have 
the first five books in the popular Mandie mystery se-
ries written by Lois Gladys Leppard.  The first book is 
titled Mandie and the Secret Tunnel. There are many 
adventures with Christian values emphasized.  The 
Sherlock Jones series by Ed Dunlop is another Chris-
tian adventure series.  We have three books in the se-
ries: The Assassination Plot, The Missing Diamond, 
and The Willoughby Bank Robbery.  We also added 
three books by the Christian writer Patricia St. John.  
The titles are Treasures of the Snow, The Tangle-
woodsô Secret and A Young Personôs Guide to Know-
ing God.  Ms. St. John was a nurse, a missionary, a 
relief worker and has written many books for children. 
 February is a great month for reading. Bring 
your family to the library.  You will find good books for 
every age.          

Seasons of  
Marriage 

 
 Come February 13th for a celebration of marriage 
across the generations.  Hear from a newly married coupleð
Jason and Kelli Stubbe, a mid-life coupleðMark and Denise 
Hansen, and a golden anniversary coupleðArt and Marilyn 
Brown how Godôs love is shown in their relationships.  
  Dinner will be served at the Rustic Lodge.  The cost 
is $50 per couple and includes appetizers, drinks, meal, des-
sert, and a great atmosphere with your spouse and 
friends.  Doors will open at 6:00 pm for hors dôourves.  Call 
the church office or email Connie Bothell at 724-349-5556, 
cbothell@graystonepc.org to sign up today! 
  Celebrate Godôs love in your marriage with an eve-
ning out complete with good food, great entertainment, and 
fantastic company ï your spouse! 

WORSHIP THE LORD 
  

 All year long, twice every Sunday morning, the 
people of God gather in our beautiful sanctuary to wor-
ship our Creator, Lord, and Savior.   
 In the Presbyterian Church, "session is to pro-
vide for worship and shall encourage the people to par-
ticipate fully and regularly in it."  (Book of Order W-1.4004) 

 At Graystone, the following team of leaders 
coordinate the many worship ministries that work both 
in front of and behind the scenes. 
 

¶     Acolytes - Marty Yachisko 
¶     Drama/Announcements - Kathryn Manecke 
¶     Greeters - Cindy Jones 
¶     Music - Rob Brown 
¶     Sacraments -  Communion, Clyde Brown 
                          Baptism, Dory Decker 
¶     Sanctuary - Tara Musser 
¶     Sight & Sound - Claudia Brown 
¶     Ushers - Larry McCune 
¶     Welcome & Connect - Edna Lehman 

 

 These 10 individuals represent teams of doz-
ens and dozens of Graystone members who serve 
faithfully, week after week. 
  In gratitude and joy,  
  Peggy Smith,  
  Coordinator of Worship Ministries 
  

"Worship the Lord with gladness."  Psalm 100: 2 

ñThe Jesus Creed 
Loving God, Loving Othersò 

By Scot McKnight 

 

When an expert in the law asked Jesus for the 
greatest commandment, Jesus responded with the 
Shema, the ancient Jewish creed that commands 

Israel to love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength.  But the next 
part of Jesusô answer would change the course of history.  Jesus 
amended the Shema, giving his followers a new creed for life. 
 

Wednesday Evenings 
February 24 ð March 24 

5:30 Dinner 
6:15 Worship with Teaching 

February 24:                               òThe Jesus Creedó 
A spiritually formed person loves God by following Jesus and loves others. 

March 3:                                            òStories of the Jesus Creedó 
A spiritually formed person embraces the stories of others who love Jesus. 

March 10:                     òThe Society of the Jesus Creedó 
A spiritually formed person lives out kingdom values. 

March 17:                                  òLiving the Jesus Creedó 
A spiritually formed person loves Jesus. 

March 24:                           òJesus and the Jesus Creedó 
A spiritually formed person participates in the life of Jesus. 

Lenten Devotional Guide 
40 Days Living the Jesus Creed 

Available by calling or emailing the church office  
and signing up for the Lenten Series. 

mailto:cbothell@graystonepc.org
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February 7  
So the Steelers didnõt make it this yearé That 

doesnõt mean we canõt still party! Weõll be watch-

ing the game on the big screen in the Stone 

Room and have games, food, and more! Just 

bring a snack or 2  bottles of soda to share, and 

be ready to have a good time!  

February 19 - 21 
Ski Retreat is here! 

Remember to get 

your final balance in 

by Feb 14! Weõll be 

at Jumonville for 

the retreat and 

have a blast at 

Pleasant Valley for 

skiing.  

April 23 -24 : 30 HOUR FAMINE!!!  

For more info on  

upcoming events go to  

www.graystonepc.org/stone  

Sunday mornings we 

took some time to ex-

plore Christõs miracles 

including his incarnation. 

Now weõre starting into 

Strange Tales  and look-

ing at some of the most 

bizarre stories in scrip-

ture.  

Wednesday evenings we 

finished up looking at 

Church as it Should Be, 
based on Acts. Now weõre 

starting on Soundtracks 
of Life, exploring the way  

music, both Christian and 

secular, affect our minds 

and spirits.  

SAVE THIS DATE 
VOLUNTEERS 

MARCH 12, 2010 
HALF DAY OF SCHOOL 

HANGOUT 
11:11 a.m. ¤ 3:45 p.m. 

THANK YOU!! 
Volunteers, 

Again you helped provide an exciting 

Half Day of School Hangout 
for Indianaõs children. 
We appreciate you!! 

                                    Childrenõs Ministry Team 

Mark Your Calendars 
SB2W 2010 

June 28-July 9 
 

Brochures and applications will be mailed to Graystone 
families and the community on Monday, February 1st.  
Applications will be available in the church office begin-
ning Wednesday, February 3rd.  If you know someone 
that would like to receive an application, please call the 
church at 724-349-5556 and give us their name and 
address. 

(Sponsored by the Childrenôs Advisory Commission) 
And use your ñVoice to Speak the Good Newsò 

 
When:  Saturday, March 20, 2010 

Time:  Time Slots available from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Where:  The Indiana Mall 

 
Join the Childrenôs Ministry team as we share the  
Gospel message with children in Indiana and the  

surrounding communities.  There will be opportunities 
to help with crafts and games.   

Call Shari (724 -349-5556) if you are interested in 
supporting this outreach to our community.  
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SMALL GROUP MINISTRY  
The Small Group Ministry Team would like to announce an evening with desserts while fo-
cusing on small groups.  On Saturday March 13 at 7 p.m. we will be meeting in the Gather-

ing Place for a variety of desserts and a ñmake your own sundaeò bar.  The evening will be 
composed of dramas and a talk by Alyssa DeStefano.  Ms. DeStefano may be familiar with 
many of the women at Graystone because she was the featured speaker at last yearôs Ladyôs 
Tea.  Whether you are in a small group or not, all are welcome.  It should prove to be great 
time filled with food, fellowship, and fun.  Childcare will be provided. 

 The beginning of a new semester comes with 
anticipation concerning the ways Christôs active Spiri-
tual presence among us will manifest itself in our Cam-
pus Ministry here at Graystone.  As Christ works 
among us, he sends us out into mission.  In February 
and March, weôll be going to Pittsburgh and New York. 
 On February 19-21, 2010, the Coalition for 
Christian Outreach (CCO) is having its annual Jubilee  

Conference.  Jubilee is a conference for university stu-
dents designed to engage their minds to see all as-
pects of their lives and the world as shaped by and re-
lated to the crucified and risen Christ.  This is what is 
meant by the conferenceôs motto, ñin him all things hold 
together.ò  It can be a wonderfully exciting break-
through for a person to see that the gospel ï Christôs 
good news ï brings about new ways of thinking, living 
and being in line with its truth.  Jubilee serves as a ve-
hicle for such breakthrough in the lives of university 
students. 
 Only a few weeks later, during IUPôs spring 
break, our students will have an opportunity to live out 
what they have heard and learned at Jubilee.  From 
March 6 to 13, 2010, our Campus Ministry will be taking 
a group of up to 14 students to NYC to serve with Op-
eration Exodus.  Operation Exodus is an after-school 
tutoring program that serves among underprivileged 
children and families in a predominantly Latino section 
of the city.  During the mornings, we will be participat-
ing in service projects according to the ministryôs 
needs. 
 One of the many ways Jesus will challenge us 
as we go out from Graystone is by asking us, ñWill you 
love one another?ò  ñBy this all men will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one anotherò  John 13:35 
 Our stated goal in our Campus Ministry is to 
have everyone who wants to go be able to go.  We 
donôt want anyone to be turned away due to 
financial constraints.  With this in mind, we will 
be having a Campus Spaghetti Fundraising 
Dinner on Friday February 5, 2010 at 
6:00 p.m.  in the Gathering Place.  In addi-
tion to raising needed support, the dinner 
provides an opportunity for our students and young 
adults to serve and interact with Graystone and the 
wider community.  All from Graystone and the Indiana 
community are welcome. 

MEMBER CARE  

Whatõs a òGood Night Buddyó? 
 
 When my mother was living alone 
and was 90 miles away from me I was 

concerned about her wellbeing.  Although she was 
managing well, she was in her late 70ôs and had some 
medical problems.  She had caring neighbors who of-
ten checked in on her, but that wasnôt enough for me.  I 
began calling  her at least once each day.  I just could 
not go to sleep at night until I knew she was safe.  I 
became her ñgood night buddyò.  Those night time calls 
because a precious time for both of us. 
 Iôm certain  there are many who are ñgood night 
buddiesò for family or friends.  Recently, in GriefShare, 
two lovely ladies who recently lost their husbands men-
tioned that they call each other daily ð just to check in.  
I have two very close friends who lost their husbands 
and are living alone for the first time.  Iôm in touch with 
them each evening even if itôs just to say goodnight.  
Once or friend mentioned to me that it is nice to know 
that someone cares that you are home and tucked in 
safely for the night. 
 I was prompted by that comment and an article 
in the Parish Nurse Newsletter to think about how good 
it would be for everyone living alone to have a ñgood 
night buddyò close by.  The article told of a woman who 
was celebrating her birthday and when her friends 
could not get in touch with her they just thought she 
was on the phone talking with all those calling to wish 
her Happy Birthday.  Later, after one friend, who just 
would not give up, called the police and they went 
through a great  deal of red tape, as they did not have 
a number for a family  member, they were able to enter 
her home and found her on the floor with the phone off 
the hook. 
 I think of those in the Graystone congregation 
who are managing living alone, especially those  of us 
who are getting up in years.  I wonder if they have 
someone they talk with each day, someone who 
checks on them each evening before they go to bed?  
God is so pleased when we reach out and love one 
another.  What pleasure it would bring Him to see this 
ministry in Graystone Church. 
 Are you interested in being a ñGood Night 
Buddyò for someone in our Graystone family?  Would 
you like to have a ñGood Night Buddyò?  Think about it! 
 Please be praying about this min-
istry.  You will hear more  from me in this 
near future as we continue planning. 
  In Godôs Love, 
  Jean Clark, Parish Nurse 
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Spotlight on Missions:   
Update to Alternative 

Giving  

MISSION AND OUTREACH  

New Orleans  

Mission Trip  
May 15 -22, 2010  

ARCADIAñSTONE SOUP 
 

When people work together 
Much can be done 

Feeding Arcadiaôs people 
Letting the children have fun 

 
Graystone led the way 

Lots of non-perishable, to store 
New Bethlehem gave potatoes 

Could there be more? 
 

Cake mixes and icing from St. Benedict 
St. Paul and also Cherry Tree 

Indiana County Community Action Program 
Provided hamburger, money from Gipsy. 

 
The children were surprised 

As happy as could be, 
As toys, suddenly appeared 

From Punxsutawney. 
 

By working together, the Presbytery 
Provided Stone Soup, to the door 
But, as part of Godôs family, 

We can do more. 
 

Blacklick has a homeless shelter 
That needs Graystone now 
Norma, Betty Cobleôs helper 

Showed us how. 
 

Arcadia has food until March! 
So in February, let us do more 

By contributing items listed 
To a homeless shelter, next door 

 
Garbage bags, toilet tissue, Kleenex, 
Wash clothes, towels, paper towels 

Needed by the homeless 
Who are ñshelteredò within miles 

 
Presbyterian Women doing their part  

Helping the homeless, one by one 
To become self-sufficient 

Not to be on the run. 
 

Please give generously to this mission 
So that in March we can return  

To Arcadia with food 
Remember, February 7 ïSame boxesðdifferent items 

 
- Judy Stahlman 

As a result of the wonderful response of Graystone 
members to the Alternative Gift Promotion in December 
of 2009, your Congregational Awareness Team mem-
bers have a new version of the ñTwelve Days of Christ-
masò in their heads: 
 
It goes something like this (fill in the rest of the verses 
yourself, starting with ñOn the first day of Christmas, my 
true love gave to me . . .ò etc.) . . . 
  

¶ One hygiene kit 

¶ One Draft animal 

¶ One wheelbarrow 

¶ Two soccer balls 

¶ Three Beehives 

¶ Four goats (2 pairs) 

¶ Four pigs (2 pairs) 

¶ Four rabbits (2 pairs) 

¶ Basic Grains (Sing ñB a a a a sic grainsò, like 
the ñfive go o o ld ringsò) 

¶ Eight rabbits (4 pairs) 

¶ Ten blankets 

¶ Ten Bible books translated into 7 different 
languages 

¶ 200 Tree seedlings 

¶ 450 chicks 

¶ 500 fingerling fish to stock a fish pond 
  
Okay, so there are 15 items and not 12, but they are 
ALL so much more useful than a partridge in a pear 
tree! 
  
Graystone members gave almost $ 1500 in alternative 
gifts through Graystone, and that amount does not in-
clude a number of additional members who participated 
by ordering alternative gifts directly from home!  Well 
done, good and faithful servants!! 

With Presbyterian Disaster Assistance  

 Project Homecoming  

Interested?  Contact Jeff Denlinger  

jdenlinger@graystonepc.org 

724-349-5556  

mailto:jdenlinger@graystonepc.org
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STEPHEN  

SOLUTIONS 
 

 Welcome once again to Stephen Solutions.  
This month Iôd like to write about peopleôs desire to un-
derstand the circumstances of people who are hurting 
around them.  Several years ago I was sitting in Eat-n-
Park with a friend of mine who wanted to know more 
about depression.  He knew that I struggle with depres-
sion but am open about it and willing to discuss it.  I 
answered his questions to the best of my ability, but I 
could see he wasnôt satisfied.  While he understood 
what I was saying, he still couldnôt wrap his head 
around depression the way he wanted to.  Finally, I 
said that there is only so much you can understand 
without experiencing it.  It was something he would 
have to experience in order to really understand it.  He 
didnôt like that answer.  I illustrated it with the example 
of a personôs first kiss.  Growing up I had seen movies 
or TV shows that would depict an adolescentôs first kiss 
and fireworks going off.  ñThatôs the dumbest thing Iôve 
ever seen,ò I used to think.  Then when I finally got my 
first kiss, I knew what the directors were trying to show.  
It finally hit me.  Experience opened the door of under-
standing. 
 So often we run into people whom we would 
like to try to help, but their problems just seem beyond 
us.  We want to empathize with the other person, but it 
seems so hard to do because weôve never been in their 
shoes.  While being able to relate might be beneficial, a 
person who is hurting doesnôt want or need to hear, ñI 
know what youôre going through, Iôve been in a similar 
situation, myself.ò  Actually, a great example of what to 
do is found in the book of Job.  Much has been said 
about how terrible Jobôs friends were as counselors.  It 
is true, but in the beginning they had the right idea.  
They simply sat with Job in silence for a week.  They 
didnôt speak a word; they just were simply present with 
him.  Sometimes, thatôs the best that can be done.  A 
tender presence does more to help people than being 
able to relate to their situation and trying to give them 
advice. 

SUPPORT AND ADMINISTRATION  

Dear church friends and family, 
 
 We thank all who sent sympathy cards and 
came to funeral home upon the death of Martin' dad, 
Martin, Sr. 
 We do appreciate all your prayers and loving 
kindness. 
 
 Peace of Christ to all. 
  Martin and Patty Brodrick and family  

Memorial Fund 
 

And when my task on earth is done, 
�9�J�G�P�����D�[���6�J�[���I�T�C�E�G�����V�J�G���X�K�E�V�Q�T�[�O�U���Y�Q�P�� 
�'�X�G�P���F�G�C�V�J�O�U���E�Q�N�F���Y�C�X�G���+���Y�K�N�N���P�Q�V���H�N�G�G�� 
Since God through Jordan leadeth me 

 
The following people are remembered with  

monetary gifts in their memory:  

 
David Kasun 

Dr. Alex Holmes 
Edward Inghram 

Dr. Elwood Sheeder 
Alfred DôAmico 

 
Contributed by:  

 
Creps United Publications 
Richard and Kathy Flamm 
Jerry and Barbara Kellar 

Housing Alliance of Indiana County Staff,  
Housing Authority of Indiana County  
Board of Commissioners and staff 

Neil and Edna Lehman 
Robert and Linda Lloyd 

Ruth Holben 
Wayne and Kathy Peffer 
Dennis and Joanne Losz 
Mike and Connie Scanga 

Victoria Benton 
Armeda Kasun and Rita Losz 

Ronald and Marsha McCausland 
Brett and Susan Bloxdorf 
Larry and Cynthia Nyland 

Ronald and Shirley Shearer 
Alan Holsinger 

Donald and Linda McPherson 
Dr. Mohamed Ghobshy 

Rose M. Caruso and Mary Russell 

BAKE SALE 
An opportunity to Extend Your  

Arms of Love 

Sunday, February 14 
 

The children of Graystone invite you to a bake sale to 
benefit Haiti.  Baked goods will be available following 
the 8:30 service at the coffee hour and in the Christian 
Education Lobby following the 11:00 service.   
 

Come try our sweet treats! 


