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An Enduring Faith
215 Century reflections on | and Il Peter

We live in a time and place of relative ease. Even in the midst of a recession and economic uncertainty most of
us have a roof over our head, food on our table and clothes to wear. We are blessed; at least materially. Most of us
have not known scorn and ridicule for believing in Christ-as | ong as we dondét make waves.
and calm.

But what happens when we face difficulty and calamity? What if we are ridiculed for our faith? Will we stand or
will we wilt? Is our faith strong enough to withstand the pressures of adversity and the heat of hardships? Even Jesus
pondered this question when He asked: Aféwhen the Son of

| and 1l Peter deal with the question of living through adversity and emerging from trials stronger than before. A
tested faith is precious and deep, it carries the mark of grace and the power of Christ. An enduring faith is the experience
of walking with Christ through overwhelming circumstances and finding Him to be sufficient.

Peter knew what it was to face adversity. The early Christians suffered persecution and hardship for their faith.
Today millions of believers are persecuted or oppressed because of their faith. In his letters to the early church Peter
addresses suffering as a normal, yet vital part of our progress in faith. Many feel it is impossible to grow in faith apart
from trials. Gary Thomas in his book Authentic Faithwr i t es fiWe are asked to cooperate
sel flessness, compassion, and | ove. This transformation i

Beginning in January we will begin a sermon series on | and Il Peter that will lead us to understand how God
wants to build in us a precious, confident, rooted, growing, visible, faithful, patient, healing, fire-tested faith.

Come learn the power and freedom of an enduring faith.

UPCOMING EVENTS

GET TO KNOW THE BIBLE
ANNUAL MEETING Tuesday Evenings

January 31 Beginning January 12
5:00 Congregational Dinner 7:00 p.m.
6:00 Congregational Meeting Mack Chapel

See page 8 for details Details on Page 3
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@From t he p IR,

Sermon Series:

Dear Graystone Family and Friends,

Another year has passed and we look forward CM
to a new year with all of its hope and promise. As a - . orr:jmumog b
congregation we have just celebrated the joy and an- Afurn to Wi sdo mbroverbs2
ticipation of advent and Christmas. Together we have
accomplished a lot. The presence of Christ has been

seen and felt in the ongoing ministry that we share; Bel | ef We Can
people are growing, new life in Christ is happening, .
small groups are providing places of growth, challenge |_|fe Lessons from | and || Peter

and ministry, and we are creatively reaching our com-
munity through fAarms of |l ove, 0 our Worﬁirﬁhérfloa”d musi c
ministry continues to lift our hearts and voices to the fiRe al Faitho IPt1:1,2
glory of God, and our campus ministry is expanding.
These are wonderful things. | am grateful.

January 17
) ) ] ) AfTested Faitho | Pt 1:3-9
But, even in the midst of good things there is a
nagging feeling. If your are like me there are still un- January 24
read books, missed opportunities, unmet goals, pro- iRooted Faitho | Pt 1:10-12
jects waiting to be finished, words left unspoken, and
letters waiting to be written. | suppose these things January 31
plague each of us. We wish there was someone or iconfident Faith | Pt 1:13-21

something else to blame but it comes back to us. We
are ultimately responsible for our time, relationships,
and spiritual growth.

As we enter 2010 consider how you might grow WOfSh'p Statistics: FYI
in one or more of the Six Marks of a Disciple. Put to-

gether a personal discipleship plan that challenges you, DECEMBER 2009
yet is realistic. Ask yourself where you want to grow
and focus on thatéit may melan r e @80 n gll00 pEotal B j| Qffering
through in a year or scheduling a regular, disciplined

prayer time complete with a prayer journal; or finding a 12/6/09 245 229 474 $26,608.18

way to serve the community by offering your time to a

soup kitchen or the counseling center; or increasing 12/13/09 261 186 447 $19,676.27
your financi al giving to the of Christewl it

WOII’ K alr ever
is ask God to help you discipline yourself beyond 12/20/09 255 179 434 $23,877.35

where you are to where He wants you to be.

254 198 452 $23,387.27

There are a number of good books and plan-
ners to help you order your life around what is most
important. There is one book | recommend above the
others and that is AOrdering Your Private Worl do by
Gordon MacDonald (no relation to Glenn MacDonald).
It is a down to earth book that is rich in practical, bibli-
cal i nsight and motivation. He writes: inlf my private
world is in order it will be because | have determined
that everyday will be for me a day of growth in knowl-
edge and wisdom. 0o

May 2010 be a growing year for you!

Seeking to Grow in 2010,

Pastor Hurley
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Get To Know the Bible
The 10 Best Passages of

Genesis
(according to Rick and Jeff)

Tuesday Evenings
January 12 through Februaay 9
7pm in the Chapel

ANo knowledge of

aNo question is

FOUL WEATHER FRIENDS

You'll be noticing some new smiling
faces serving as an extension of the
Usher Ministry on Sunday mornings,
whenever the need arises. A crew of
our Youth have volunteered to help people get in and
out of our Sanctuary on rainy, icy, or otherwise nasty
mornings. Their task is to keep an eye out in the park-
ing lot for anyone who appears to need some assis-
tance. If you are a Youth and want to be a Foul
Weather Friend, contact Larry McCune. If you see a
Youth doing this job, please tell them "Thanks!"

A study of Biblical Fasting

A five week seminar on fasting, in-
cludinq fasting and prayer, will be begin Janu-
ary 10™ during the Sunday School Hour from
9:45 to 10:45 AM in the church library .

t

SEANOR
LIBRARY

FOR THE NEW YEAR

Resolve : To take advantage of a great resource, our
church library, by checking out materials to enjoy and
to | earn about Godoés kingdom

t h @esol jTqpheckout epchshookyideocor€Bbs a r y

sighing my name and phone gumber clearly on the
@rdPand %dngmiptﬁe B3x@n top of the card catalog
in the library or in the envelope on the Christian Ed
lobby table.

Some new additions to the library

Walt Larimore , a medical doctor, has written several
fiction books based on his life as a new doctor in the
Smoky Mountain village of Bryson City, North Carolina.
You may recognize his name. He is the author of
Goddés Design for t heandddogdhdl sy
Design for the Highly Healthy Teen which are also in
our library. His fiction books are easy reading and filled
with interesting experiences and people. He tells how
his faith developed as he began his professional life.
We thank the donor of these three books about life in
Bryson City.

Tony Dumew podksis titled Uncommon . He
writes about attitudes, ambitions, and allegiances that
can lead to a life of significance.

Isaiah has been the focus of many of the Advent ser-
mons. It was pointed out that we had no commentary
on that book in the library. Finally, the NIV _Application

. I n Matthew 6:2 Jesus said Cﬁrrﬁn@nta%hoﬁ Iaia¥h i@ &vailable for your use.
giveé.; 6:5: And when you prayé,; :16: When you
fasté. We believe in giving andWptchferi anmouncemenidcf & librarye
we doing with fasting? reading program in early 2010.

His statements are notifé b when;
something we are expected to do. Seasons Of
Come and learn about the fasts or partial fasts .
of the Bible, how long they fasted or partially fasted, Marrlage
stories of fasts that changed history, and changed peo-
plebs |lives enabling them, a

growing as disciples of Jesus Christ. The writings of
Richard Foster, Dallas Willard, Bill Bright, Derek Prince
and Jeantezen Franklin will be referred to in the les-
sons and discussions. The sharing of examples of im-
proved physical health including weight loss will be dis-
cussed. The beginning of a year is an excellent time to
shed the bad eating habits and pounds gained during
the holidays and begin anew in following Jesus in this
important discipline. A fasting journal will be available
to those who would like to consider doing a fast. Please
let Jack or Gloria Shepler or Tracy Denlinger or the
church office know of your interest so that materials
may be ordered.
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Come this February 13" for a celebration of mar-
riage across the generations. Here from a newly married
couple, a mid-life couple, and a golden anniversary couple

from our own congregation of

their relationships.

Dinner will be served at the Rustic Lodge. The cost
is $50 per couple and includes appetizers, drinks, meal, des-
sert, and a great atmosphere with your spouse and

friends. Door s will open at @alpthe f
church office or email Connie Bothell at 724-349-5556,
cbothell@qgraystonepc.org to sign up today!

Cel ebrate Gododés | ove in
ning out complete with good food, great entertainment, and
fantastic company 1 your spouse!


mailto:cbothell@graystonepc.org

DISCIPLESHIP

Enrollment Policy

Graystone Camp History : In 1976 Bobbie Yagel; a
previous Director of Christian education, was inspired
to bring Summer 6s Best
outreach to families within our community.

Mission:AiJesus increased in
and in favor wi (Luke2®2)dTheaphid
losophy of SB2W is that the church exists for the com-
munity. In this belief, SB2W has dedicated itself to the
young people of the community to increase their wis-
dom, stature, and favor with God and people. Itis our
foremost desire to begin to build a Christian lifestyle in
those God has entrusted to us. As stated in Matthew
5:1 ALet your light so
see your good works and glorify your Father who is in
heaven. 0o I't i s an

Camp Motto:

God First, Ot her s

In an effort to honor the long standing history and mis-
sion of Summer s Best Two
is designed to ensure that everyone, member and non-
member alike, have equal opportunity to participate.

1 Campis filled on a first come first served basis. As
registration forms come in the office both the date
and the time of their arrival is recorded on the form.

I Camp registration is mailed to members of the
church and the community at the same time. En-
rollment in camp from previous years does not give
you priority in the enrollment process.

1 Camp registration forms will not be available in the
office until three days after the initial camp mailing.

1 In order to be enrolled the camper must have com-
pleted the entire enrollment form and the Release
of Liability form. The forms must be accompanied
by the deposit fee or arrangements for a scholar-
ship must have been made.

1 Faxed or emailed forms must be accompanied by
the deposit and an original copy of the registration
form must be mailed within two weeks of the faxed
or emailed copy.

Two

awes o me

ARSI /471 place 1o send your RIS
ma n .

shine

We e

> Day Hangout
Grades K6th

Friday, January 29th

12:003:30

Looking for a safe and

Looking for something
new and exciting to do
with your friends after

kids after the early
dismissal?

the early dismissal?

Come hang out with us. Our afternoon will include a
BitefSiy, &raft®) @amed andddllowship.eWe hopa y
you can join us and invite another friend to come along.

required; please call the church office at (724-349-
5556).

Volunteers needed : What an opportunity to minister
in the name of the Lord to the children and the families
of our community. Wonot

We e thisdayt ohfen? fif gol drevintarestgd inpraunteecing
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please call Linda Blakely at 724-349-6766 or Shari
Costello at 724-349-5556 by January 20". Thank you
for your continued support of this important ministry.

H I N N NN RN RN EEEEEEEEEN
Mark Your Calendars
SB2W 2010

June 28-July 9

Brochures and applications will be mailed
to Graystone families and the community on Mon-
day, February 1%. Applications will be available in
the church office beginning Wednesday, February
® 3 |f you know someone that would like to re-
| ceive an application, please call the church at 724-
o 349-5556 and give us their name and address.
Il
y

AN TN N NN NN EEEENENEN

tapkndto whi gdt wieo atsrei €ql & etslr o wn

you



Jan 30 2010 3 Winter Jam 2010 will be coming to the
Bryce Jordan Center . Tickets are only $10 at the door!
We will be organizing a trip to see such bands as News-
boys, Third Day, and Tenth Avenue North.
www.jamtour.com for info.

Looxina nxmEAD

February 7th 3 Super Bowl! XLIV Party!
February 19 -21st 3 Ski Retreat!

Graystone Campus Ministries will kick off the new
semester with a full calendar of events! In addition to din-
ners and discussions (Ransomed) on Friday nights, and
discipleship and leadership experience (DLX!) on Tuesday
nights, we look forward to JUBILEE, a mission trip to NYC,
and creative outreach experiences on campus and in the
Indiana community.

Underlying all this activity is a deep awareness of
our need T first of all i to love God with all our heart, soul,

mi nd, and strength. Only t
makes it possible to love and care for each other, and
reach out with Christés

Join us! Contact John Hanna or Linda Ference to
learn how you can patrticipate in this dynamic ministry.

On December 13, 2009, Campus Ministry shared
its vision with the members of Graystone Church during
the Sunday School hour. A point of emphasis was that
campus ministry is the calling of Graystone Church on the
whole. We will together engage and connect with the IUP
community i students, faculty, administration and staff.

This vision is consistent with our identity as a dis-
ciple-making church. In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus in-
structs us to go and make disciples of all nations. Thus,
going into mission is an extension of the calling to make
di sciples. In going to | UP,
date for not only the state, but the nation [46 states repre-
sented in the student body] and the nations [700 interna-
tional students] have come to IUP. In reaching the univer-
sity, we reach the world. In Fall 2009, Graystone Campus
ministry connected with students from Nigeria, Jordan,

Egypt, Malaysia, Chian, Taiwan, Japan and France.

Among the students we welcomed, two turned to Christ

and committed themselves to the one who first committed
himself to them. We also have a number of other students
seriously considering

The call to go to IUP is a challenge, honor and
privilege given to us by Jesus. In calling us to go, he
promises to be with us until his mission is complete.

Letds go!

h

amazi

Christo
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MISSION AND OUTREACH

Many shoeboxes were collected in Indiana, and
Graystone Church over the phst.several years.

Elght people from Graystone (Lisle and Hazel Kunkle,
Floyd and Ellie Lewis, Marilyn Brown, Sandy and Jocelyn Mor-
ris and Harry McFarIand) traveled to Boone, NC, to find out
what happened to them after they left Indiana, PA. It was an
interesting adventure there. There were eight stations with
four teams each of about six people handling the boxes, after
they were taken out of the shipping boxes from which they
arrived in Boone. One person searched the box for the money
to help pay the shipping. Then two people looked through
them to take out the inappropriate items, such as glass, play
money, chocolate, toy weapons and other items on the list and
perhaps add a few more appropriate items. Then the box was
taped shut by another person and handed to yet another per-
son to pack it in the shipping box to go to Uganda or other
third world countries.

They were packed in separate boxes marked for girls
or boys and by age category (ages 2-4, 5-9, and 10-14).
From my perspective, | saw about 7 out of 10 in the 5-9 year
olds and 10-14 year old group, and one in the 2-4 group. |
would recommend that we at Graystone concentrate on the
younger group next year to get more of the younger children
gifted. Finally another person taped the box together ready for

shippingi andenzaketsure dhe paeking latshwas o the bexl o n e o

Then they were sent on a conveyer belt to the loading
Edy f\preﬁmppu@g Therg,were gore than 143,000 shoe-
o es that we helped pack while we were there. On Decem-
ber 1, 43,000 shoeboxes went to Uganda; December 2,
49,000 boxes went to Columbia, and Trinidad and December
3, 50,000 shoeboxes went to Columbia, Latvia and Lithuania.
They had already sent more than 420,000 shoeboxes out from
Boone by the time we had left there.

There were other volunteers sorting the inappropriate
items into other groups to send where necessary and getting
them to the tables to be used. All told | would say there were
about 180-200 volunteers on the floor of this rather large
warehouse during the day at any one time, with several regu-
lar staff and several part-time staff to give guidance to the vol-
unteers. All shoeboxes were handled by the volunteers as a
service to the Operation Christmas Child.

There are waiting lists of people that want to serve in
this operation here in Boone, NC, as well as Atlanta, GA; Min-
Meapolis, MK; Dénvel, €0; d)rhngercguntyi LA; Hasvaii:asd
Charlotte, NC. Itis quite an operation and it was a wonderful
feeling to be a part of it this year.

Because there are various shifts during the day, they
stopped production about every two hours to tell us how many
boxes have been handled and where they were going as well
as have a prayer and tell us a story about one of the boxes
received previously. It was quite moving to hear some of
those stories. A few of our party even toured the operation
there, and saw how they manage the entire world-wide opera-
tion from th|s headquarters in Boone NC. They saw many

ompu the offic n h ctor of the
gperﬁu ‘|'h y e\feirLﬁT1 op ngU%a e utlf% ﬁ”{hdéa teria espe-
cially for the volunteers working in the operation.

Would you like to get involved next year? Several of
us will probably go back again, if you would like to get in-
volved.

-Harry McFarland

man -



