
2010 MARCH 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Maundy Thursday 

The Living Last Supper  
Then and Now  

Join us for a dramatic musical performance. 

April 1 at 7:00 p.m.  

Singing Boys of PA 

Friday, March 26 

7:00 p.m. 

Graystone Sanctuary 

Small Group Dessert 
Getting More with Less 

The Big Benefits of Small Groups 

Saturday, March 13 
7:00 p.m. 

Gathering Place 

ǒ 

640 Church Street, Indiana, Pennsylvania 
Phone:  724-349-5556  Fax:  724-349-4557 

www.graystonepc.org 

The Journey of Faith is a Trusting Relationship  
 

 On a recent trip to Toledo I downloaded directions from ñMapquestò and put the destination in our 
GPS. They both gave me the shortest route to my destination. Following the map and the voice of ñLolaò on 
the GPS seemed to be simple enough.  It wasnôt.  It was the information they couldnôt provide that became 
the difficult part.  Snow storms, white outs, accidents, detours donôt show up on printouts. 
 

 Our journey of faith is similar.  We eagerly and confidently start on the path of faith with a clear desti-
nation and a detailed roadmap. But along the way there are unexpected twists and turns that can be delightful 
or terrifying.  It is the terrifying times that stretch our faith to the limit and we feel as if we canôt go on.  We 
question the kindness and mercy of God.  Our faith in a loving God hangs by a thread.  We wonder if the Path 
we have chosen is real or if the promises of God are true.  Either we turn back or  press ahead.  It is in this 
decisive moment that our faith is clarified or clouded.  So often it is at this lowest point that we realize that 
there has been Someone who has been walking with us; guiding and strengthening us to take the next step; 
Someone who is faithful and kind and strong and who knows how to arrive at the destination we long to 
reach. 
 

 Peter calls Him the Chief Shepherd and Faithful Creator.  This journey of faith is about a trusting rela-
tionship with the One who made us and promises to faithfully lead us home.  When we take the hand of our 

Chief Shepherd and feel His touch along the way we experience the freedom of knowing God is with us and 
for us and will never forsake us.  Our journey of faith is more than rules and directions which are given as 
helpful signposts along the way.  It means letting go of whatever we trust in so that we might take the hand of 
the One who calls Himself the Way. 
 

 This lent what are you carrying in your hand that you need to let go of in order to take the hand of the 
Shepherd?  Could it be fear, bitterness, unbelief, anger, hurt, slander, malice, lust, greed, un-forgiveness?  
Whatever it is, ask God to help you let go and take hold of the hand of the Good Shepherd.   



From the Pastorõs  Heart 
WORSHIP  
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FEBRUARY 2009 

 8:30  11:00  Total Offering 

02/07/10  235  119  354  $19,089.07  

02/14/10  266  164  430  $17,797.70  

02/21/10  213  189  402  $19,274.09  

02/28/10  251  139  390  $13,615.46  

Average 241  153  394  $17,444.08  

Worship Statistics:  FYI  

Sermon Series: 
  

òENDURING FAITH:ó   

Life Lessons from  I and II Peter 
 

March 7  
ñThe Freedom of Respectò      I Peter  2:16, 17; 20-25
  

   
March  14  

ñYouôve Got to Be Kiddingò                  I Peter 2:13-25
      

 
March 21  

 ñWhat?!  Thatôs So Old School!ò           I Peter  3:1-7
    

March 28ðPalm Sunday  
ñEyes Wide Openò                            I Peter 3:8-14 

   

PRAYER FOR LENT  
 

 Good and gracious Lord, in your great love 
you ask us to return to you with our whole heart, with 
fasting and weeping and mourning.  Show us the way 
to repentance and forgiveness.  Increase our hope.  
Change our hearts,.  Guide us through this holy sea-
son of Lent, and show us the joy of the Resurrection.  
 In Jesusõ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

From 2010 Mission Yearbook for Prayer and Study  

Dear Graystone family and Friends, 
  
 This Lenten season we pause to examine our 
lives, repent of our sin and be renewed in Christ.  The 
following prayer from The Valley of Vision is shared 
with the hope that we would grow by embracing the 
paradoxes of our faith. 
  

Lord, High and Holy, Meek and Lowly, 

  
You have brought me to the valley of vision, 
 where I live in the depths  
 but see You in the heights; 
  hemmed in by mountains of sin  
  I behold your glory. 
  
Let me learn by paradox 
 that the way down is the way up, 
 that to be low is to be high, 
 that the broken heart is the healed heart, 
 that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit 
 that the repenting soul is the victorious soul, 
 that to have nothing is to possess all, 
 that to bear the cross is to wear the crown, 
 that to give is to receive, 
 that the valley is the place of vision. 
  

Lord in the daytime stars can be seen  

from deepest wells, 
 and the deeper the well  
 the brighter Your stars shine; 
 
Let me find your light in my darkness, 
 Your life in my death, 
 Your joy in my sorrow, 
 Your grace in my sin, 
 Your riches in my poverty, 
 Your glory in my valley. 
  
 Amen. 
  
   Rejoicing in the Valley, 
  
  
 
 
   Pastor  Hurley 
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ñThe Jesus Creed 
Loving God, Loving Othersò 

By Scot McKnight 

 

When an expert in the law asked Jesus for the 
greatest commandment, Jesus responded with the 
Shema, the ancient Jewish creed that commands 

Israel to love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength.  But the next 
part of Jesusô answer would change the course of history.  Jesus 
amended the Shema, giving his followers a new creed for life. 
 

Wednesday Evenings 
February 24 ð March 24 

5:30 Dinner 
6:15 Worship with Teaching 

February 24:                               òThe Jesus Creedó 
A spiritually formed person loves God by following Jesus and loves others. 

March 3:                                            òStories of the Jesus Creedó 
A spiritually formed person embraces the stories of others who love Jesus. 

March 10:                     òThe Society of the Jesus Creedó 
A spiritually formed person lives out kingdom values. 

March 17:                                  òLiving the Jesus Creedó 
A spiritually formed person loves Jesus. 

March 24:                           òJesus and the Jesus Creedó 
A spiritually formed person participates in the life of Jesus. 

Lenten Devotional Guide 
40 Days Living the Jesus Creed 

Available by calling or emailing the church office  
and signing up for the Lenten Series. 

The Sacrament of  
Baptism  

at Graystone  
  
The Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated on March 
21. Following are some excerpts from The Book of Or-
der: the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) 
  Our Reformed tradition understands Baptism to 
be a Sacrament, instituted by God and commended by 
Christ.  It is the sign and seal of Godôs grace and our 
response, and is the foundational recognition of Chris-
tian commitment.  Baptism is received only once, and is 
the same Sacrament, whether administered to those 
presented for Baptism as children or to those who pro-
fess their faith.  As an identifying mark, it signifies the 
beginning of life in Christ, not its completion. 
  Parents interested in having their children bap-
tized should contact Connie at the church office.  Dea-
con Dory Decker will help coordinate details with the 
families, on behalf of the pastors and our Session. 

Then and Now  

Thursday, April 1  

7:00 p.m. 

Childcare provided. 

Join us for a dramatic musical experience 

Singing Boys  
of Pennsylvania  

Delighting audiences with outstanding repertoire  
Dr. K. Bernard Schade, Director  

Friday, March 26  
7:00 p.m. 

Graystone Sanctuary  
 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
 

What an opportunity to minister in the name of the Lord to 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ 
prayerfully consider being a part of this day of fun?  If you 
are interested in volunteering please call Shari Costello at 
724-349-5556  or Sue North at 724-465-4480 by March 8.  
Thank you for your continued support of this important min-
istry. 

DISCIPLESHIP  

Page 4  

Mark Your Calendars!  

Spring Fest  
Saturday, March 27, 2010 

1:30 ς 3:30 PM 
Kindergarten ς Sixth Grade 

Egg Hunt, Prizes, Resurrection 
Eggs, Crafts  

 
You Can Help by donating wrapped candy that is small 
enough to fit inside a plastic egg.  Please bring it to the 
church office by Monday, March 22, 2010.  We are also in 
need of volunteers to help for the afternoon.  If you can 
help please call Shari Costello at 724-349-5556 or Denise 
Watson at 724-388-0074 by Monday, March 22.  

A great big 

THANK YOU  
CƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ōŀƪŜ 

sale for Haiti.  With your help we are sending 
$778.84 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for 

relief efforts in Haiti. 

1/2 Day Hangout 
Grades K-6 

Friday, March 12 
12:00τ3:30 p.m. 

 

Come hang out with us.  
Our afternoon will include a Bible Story, crafts, 
games and fellowship.  We hope you can join us 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ 
forget to bring a brown bag lunch.  Registration is required; 
please call the church office at 724-349-5556. 
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In February, many  
Youth went to  
Jumonville for Ski  
Retreat 2010. The  
theme for the year  
was lift and  
centered around the  
Movie UP. Students were challenged to put 
�*�R�G�·�V���Z�L�O�O���D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���G�H�V�L�U�H�V�����X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W��
God gives them all they need and to know Him as 
their master. Nearly 100 students learned from 
�*�R�G�·�V���Z�R�U�G���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H�G���D���I�X�Q���W�L�P�H���R�I���V�N�L�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
tubing at Hidden Valley Ski Resort. Over all, it 
was a great time for all involved as the name of 
our Lord was lifted up by our Youth.  

April 23 -24 : 30 HOUR FAMINE!!!  

For more info on  
upcoming events go to  
www.graystonepc.org/stone  

Sunday mornings we 
are continuing our se-
ries on Strange Tales  
and discussing some 
of the more bizarre 
stories in scripture.  

Wednesday nights we 
are discussing music and 
the way it affects us 
through a series called 
Soundtracks of Life. 
Encourage your youth to 
come join in!  

March 11th  - Parent Coffee  
At 7pm on this Thursday eve-
ning, we will host a  
parents only coffee hour. Tim 
will present on direction for 
youth ministry and give  
parents a chance to ask ques-
tions about the ministry and 
his own personal history and experiences. Come get 
to know Tim and Stone Youth Ministry.  


