
THE ORDER OF SERVICE
December 25, 2011 10:30 a.m.

Gathering to Worship God

Prelude:

Welcome Bob Wood

Introit: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

*Hymns: “Joy to the World” Hymn 40

“Good Christian Friends Rejoice” Hymn 28

“The First Nowell” Hymn 56

Litany:

Leader: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our
God.  Alleluia!
People: Shout to the Lord, all the earth.  Alleluia!
Leader: O Christ, splendor of God’s eternal glory, the mighty word, 
sustaining the universe: Renew our lives by your presence.
People: Lord, have Mercy.
Leader: O Christ, born into the world in the fullness of time for the 
liberation of all creation: Release all into your promised freedom.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: O Christ, begotten of the Father before all time, born in a 
stable at Bethlehem: May your church be a sign of hope and joy.
People: Lord, have Mercy.
Leader: O Christ, truly God and truly human, born to a people in 
fulfillment of their expectations: Fulfill our desires in you.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: O Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, child of wonder and 
and splendor, mighty God of all ages, Prince of Peace: May the
whole world live in peace and justice.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into 
our world has brightened weary hearts with peace.  Teach us to 
proclaim the birth of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever.  Amen

*Prayer of Confession

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light
shining in darkness.  We confess that we have not welcomed the
light, or trusted good news to be good.  We have closed our eyes to
glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less.  

Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the
fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Respon  s  e  :                  “Gloria Patri” Hymn 579

Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning,  is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.  Amen, Amen.

We Share Our Life Together

*Passing of the Joy of Christ
May the Joy of Jesus be with you.
And also with you.

(Greet those around you and share “may the Joy of Jesus be with you.”)

Hymn: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” Hymn 37

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

       Offertory: ”Christmas Day In The Morning” Chancel Choir
Larry Shackley

Congregation joins with:
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning,

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing!

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

*Doxology: “Praise God, Hymn 592
from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People Pastor Bill Milligan

*Hymn of Preparation: “What Child is This” Hymn 53

Hearing God’s Word
NRSV Pew Bible

Scripture Reading: John 14:15-24 Page 109

 Message: “Savoring the Gift”

We Leave to Serve the Lord

Hymn: “God Is with Us! Alleluia!

           His name is called Emmanuel More wonderful than words can tell.
God is with us!  Alleluia!  Born in our darkness, He is Light.  
Born in our weakness, He is might.  God is with us!  Alleluia!  God
is with us!  Alleluia! Alleluia!

Rejoice and lay aside your fear.  Rejoice, the Holy One is here.
God is with us!  Alleluia!  Lift up your voices, come and sing;
Come worship Christ, the newborn King.  God is with us!  Alleluia!
God is with us!  Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him, all
creatures here below.  God is with us!  Alleluia! Praise Him above,
ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  God is
with us!  Alleluia! God is with us!  Alleluia! Alleluia!

Hymn: “Emmanuel”

Emmanuel, Emmanuel His name is called Emmanuel;
God with us, revealed in us; 
His name is called Emmanuel.

*Benediction

Postlude:

*Indicates that the congregation will stand

Prayer List as of Wednesday, December 21
Please remember to mention during the hospital admission process that you are a member of 

Graystone.  Also, if you know of a member who has been hospitalized please notify the church

office.

If you or someone you know is going through a difficulty, such as illness, unemployment,

hospitalization, aging, birth, etc., Stephen Ministers are trained and ready to care with a

listening heart and support. 

Prayer Concerns:

Ken Wells Larry Rayko Richard Strawcutter

Bill Black Susan Stamler Marilyn Brown

Stan Spence Roceil Shultz Sally Holtzman

Lois Bodnar Flossie Haug Pete Byrne

Serving in the Military

Andrew Rearick - Serving in Afghanistan

Tyler Gerber - Serving in Afghanistan

Prayer Focus for this Week:   To God with Love

Good people all, this Christmas-time, Consider well and bear in mind

What our good God for us has done, in sending his beloved Son.

With Mary holy we should pray, to God with love this Christmas day; 

In Bethlehem upon that morn, there was a blessed Messiah born.

The Wexford Carol (12  Century)th

Greeters: Renea Isenberg, Rudy Steffish, Lori Jo Bell

Ushers: Darl Elgin, Richard Wrye, Robert Beatty, Lois Cribbs, Armour
Cribbs, Louise Earley, Greg Sipos, Greg Beatty, Ed Clark, Jack
Bellak, Richard Morganti, Dave Strong, Scott Bair, Larry Rayko,
Jim Lockhart, Dave Stewart, John Carr

The flower arrangement is in the spirit of awe and reverence before the

mystery of the incarnation - at Christmas.  Dwelling upon the Incarnation of

God manifest in the Infant Child, the flowers for Christmas symbolically

unite His divine nature and his human nature in the use of white and red

carnations, the “divine” flowers.  Evergreens, the symbol of eternity, speak

of the eternal implications of the Nativity: and almonds, the ancient symbol

of miracle, tell of the virgin birth.  The ancient symbol, derived from Aaron’s

blooming, bearing rose, is also representative of favor from God.  We thank

the Presbyterian Women for donating this arrangement and David and

Katrina Smith for designing the arrangement.

e  e  e  e  e  e  e

Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving heart, a wide open
heart that thinks of others first.  The birth of the baby Jesus stands as the

most significant event in all history, because it has meant the pouring
into a sick world of the healing medicine of love which has transformed
all manner of hearts for almost two thousand years ...Underneath all the

bulging bundles is this beating Christmas heart.

e  e  e  e  e  e  e



Welcome Guests!  

Join us for worship each week at 8:30 or 11:00 a.m.

Please sign the folder at the end of the pew and pass it down the pew

and back again.  Note who is sitting near you and greet one another.

“DOING THE RIGHT THING” -a six-week adult seminar class on “Ethical

Behavior in the 21  Century” starting January 8  at 9:45 a.m. in the Mackst th

Chapel. A video panel and a live panel will present this class.  All are

welcome.

GRIEF SHARE SEMINAR/SUPPORT GROUP Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in

the Graystone Library.  GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that

features some of the nation’s foremost Christian experts on grief and

recovery topics from a biblical perspective.

DEPRESSION SUPPORT GROUP will meet the 1  and 3  Wednesday ofst rd

each month in the Chapel at 6:30 p.m.  Contact Lori Jo Bell if you have any

questions 412-848-0355.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE - Through the generosity of several former

Graystone members, there are several scholarship funds administered

through the Endowment Fund.  To learn more about the requirements and

stipulations, please contact the church office.  For consideration to receive

funds for the Spring 2012 semester, applications must be received in the

office by January 15, 2012.

COFFEE HOUR HELP NEEDED - We are in need of volunteers to help

serve coffee hour on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  Any individual, small

group, ministry team or class willing to sponsor should contact Carol Bishop

or sign up in the Gathering Place.

THE CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES will be combined on

January 1 and will meet in the Primary room on the second floor.

2012 PLEDGE CARDS - Thank you to all who have completed and returned

your cards.  If you have not yet pledged please do so by mailing them to the

church or placing them in the offering plate.

MEN - Pastor Hurley called Fathers to a high standard challenging us all. 

Mark your calendars for March 31, 2012 where the Indiana Experiments

holds their 6  annual men’s spring event with Roland C. Warren, Presidentth

of the National Fatherhood Initiative, challenging men to be better fathers. 

Beyond planning to attend, think of another man to invite.

2011 YEAR END GIFTS will be received/receipted until January 4, 2012. 

Checks must be dated December 31, 2011.  Thank you for your thoughtful

generosity.

CALENDAR

Sunday, December 25

10:30 a.m. Worship

Monday, December 26

Office Closed

Tuesday, December 27

Office Closed 

Wednesday, December 28

8:00 p.m. Prayer Group - Library

Thursday, December 29

6:30 a.m. Promise Keepers Bible Study - Eat-N-Park

6:30 p.m. Grief Share - Library 

7:00 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Friday, December 30

Office Closed 

Saturday, December 31

GRAYSTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Ministers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Congregation

Pastor/Head of Staff . . . . . . . Rev. Rick Hurley, ext 14 (rhurley@graystonepc.org)

Interim Associate Pastor . . . Rev. Bill Milligan, ext 15 (bmilligan@graystonepc.org)

Children’s Ministry Director . . . . . . . .Shari Costello, ext 13
(scostello@graystonepc.org)

Campus Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . Linda Ference, ext. 19 (lference@graystonepc.org)

Youth Ministry Director . . . . . . . . Tim Calhoun, ext. 18 (tcalhoun@graystonepc.org)

Facilities Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Howard Lambing, ext 26

Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Floyd Lewis, ext 25

Pastoral Assistant . . . . . . . . . . Connie Bothell, ext 12 (cbothell@graystonepc.org)

Ministry Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Becky Alter, ext 10 (balter@graystonepc.org)

Bell Choir Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Acey Gongaware

Chancel/Crusaders Choir Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Brust

Celebration Choir Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jayne Allshouse

Worship Team Directors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Kerr and Brian Miller

Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evan Bellas

Christmas Day

December 25, 2011 10:30 a.m.

Sermon Series:

“Emmanuel: God’s Healing

Presence in the World”

Savoring

the Gift
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