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So, what do you think? 

 
 This is more than just a passing question for a Christian.  In fact, once we get past the surface, what 

we think is critical for our life.  What we think affects our relationships, our physical health, our emotional 
health and ultimately our behavior.  Proverbs puts it this way: 
 

“As a man (or woman, or youth, or child) thinks, so is he.” 

 
 That’s powerful!  Research confirms what scripture proclaims.  In her book “Who Switched off my 
Brain?”  Dr. Caroline Leaf makes the claim that we can think our way to physical and emotional health, we 
can think our way to peace and calm and forgiveness; and we can think ourselves out of bitterness, resent-

ment, stress and negativity. In summary; what we think determines our quality of life! 
 
 Our brain is amazing and our thoughts are powerful life shapers.  Our brain is God’s gift to us; our 
thoughts determine how well we use its potential for God’s glory and our health.  Therefore, the Apostle Paul 
exhorts us to “take every thought captive to Christ,” (II Cor 10:5) and to think about “whatever is true, what-
ever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable, whatever is ex-
cellent or praiseworthy.” (Phil 4:8) Why?  Because it determines who we are and our quality of life. 
 
 So, what do you think? 

 
 This January we will start the new year by going deeper into what it means to have a Mind Trans-
formed by the Word.  This is a complex discipline that has many facets.  Come expecting to be challenged to 
“think about what you think” and how you can “train your brain” for God’s glory and your health. 
 
 I think you’ll never be the same.  What do you think? 



From the Pastor’s  Heart 
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“In Times Like These”  
 
 We seem to live in a day when all kinds of cri-
ses can come our way – terrorist activities, economic 
meltdowns, H1N1 scare, etc.   And then it can even 
come closer to home – like facing a difficult and sudden 
departure of a beloved pastor.  Some will be deeply 
confused, others angry, many disappointed.   Now 
more than ever we need to remember it is Jesus, the 
true head of this church, whom we need to focus on.   
So as the hymn says, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look 
full in His wonderful face, and the things of earth will 
grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.” 
The Lord is calling on us to apply the truth of the prom-
ises and directives He gives in  
 
 Scripture, to reach out to others, have a heart 
for Christ alone, a mind transformed by His Word, arms 
of love, knees for prayer, a voice to speak the good 
News and a spirit of servanthood and stewardship.  Our 
Stephen Ministers are trained and ready to listen, to be 
supportive, to come along side and pray for and with 
any who might request it – especially during this hard 
time in our church-life together.  The Stephen Minister’s 
compass motto, you’ll recall, is “compassionate, full of 
faith, skilled, and trustworthy,” with confidentiality 
guarding the relationship. 
 

 And, let’s never forget what Philippines 4:8 tells 

us to do: “… whatever is true, whatever is noble, what-

ever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, what-

ever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praisewor-

thy – think about such things.” 

A Note from our Interim Associate Pastor... 

CALL TO THE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 
 The session calls the Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation of Graystone Presbyterian Church for 
January 30, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Church Gathering 
Place. The purposes of the meeting are to hear reports 
from the pastor and session, including plans for the 
future; receive reports from church  staff, Endowment 
Fund trustees, other Church boards and the Church 
Treasurer; elect elders, deacons, Endowment Fund 
trustees and congregational members of the Nominat-
ing Committee;  receive the 2011 Budget for informa-
tion; review the adequacy of compensation for the Pas-
tor and approve the proposed terms of call for the Pas-
tor; receive and act on the report of the Congregational 
By-Laws Review Committee; and transact other busi-
ness as appropriate. 
 A congregational dinner will precede the An-
nual Meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

Dear Graystone family and Friends, 
 
 2011 is here.  We face another new year 
whose pages are not yet written but are alive with 
hope.  What we fill those pages with day by day is in 
our hands. How we face the circumstances that come 
our way will be determined by our faith in the sover-
eignty of God.  How we end 2011 personally will be 
determined by what we have sown throughout the year.  
Therefore, what we sow is critical to a successful year. 
 
 As you assess this past year and look forward 
to the new year; here are some helpful tips that will 
help you sow seeds of life that will bear good fruit: 
 
 1.   Be Grateful: Review and be grateful for all 

of the good things that have come your way in 2010.  
Recall with gratitude to God for strengthened relation-
ships, answered prayer, small and big blessings, transi-
tions in life and; yes, even be grateful for the difficulties 
you have faced realizing that God uses these to create 
character in you and proclaims his power in your weak-
ness. 
 
 2.  Be Honest:  Confess your sins and short-
comings this past year.  We all have them and are 
keenly aware of unkind words spoken, selfish actions 
and attitudes that have broken out with a vengeance; 
angry exchanges with those we love and care about us 
the most; hanging on to greed and pride and lust that 
controls us.  Confess those things that God brings to 
mind, lay them at the foot of the cross and repent of 
them and begin shaping new patterns of thought and 
behavior. 
 
 3.  Forgive:  Are there people you harbor re-

sentment, anger and bitterness toward?  Have you 
been hurt by someone this past year or perhaps even 
further back?  Choose to forgive them and let the heal-
ing begin, and watch the seeds of forgiveness bear the 
fruit peace and reconciliation in 2011. 
 
 4.  Resolve:  Set goals for yourself in 2011…
realistic, achievable, and measurable goals that move 
you toward what God intends for you.  Set spiritual, 
intellectual, emotional (yes, you are in charge of your 
emotions!), and physical goals for 2011.  Remember be 
realistic!   
 
 5.  Rely on God’s grace for all of the above 

knowing that God’s grace is sufficient! 
 
 May God bless you abundantly in 2011! 
 
   Rejoicing, 
 
 
   Pastor Hurley 
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WORSHIP 

Sermon Schedule  

January 2 
Communion Sunday 

“The Centrality of Christ” 
Colossians 1:15-23 

 
January 9 

“Principles of a Transformed Mind” 
Romans 12:1,2 

 
January 16 

“Sowing a Thought, Reaping a Destiny” 
Matthew 22:41-46 

  
January 23 

“The Lies We Believe” 
II Corinthians 11:1-6 

 
January 30 

“Clearing Our Mind” 
Psalm 51 

 

Worship Statistics:  FYI 

DECEMBER 2010  

 8:30  11:00  Total Offering 

12/5/10 284 242 526 $28,683.20 

12/12/10 304 211 515 $21,314.00 

12/19/10 326 238 564 $61,867.93 

Average 305 230 535 $37,288.38 

TOP TEN REASONS TO CONSIDER 
THE NEW MINISTRY  

“SIDE BY SIDE” 
 

10. You chat, tweet, and update your status several 
times a day yet often feel disconnected from peo-
ple.   

 
9.   You notice that women seem to be wired 

for relationships. 
 
8.   You’d like to know more people who focus on 

each other rather than   themselves.  
 
7.   You sometimes feel lonely even when surrounded 

by people. 
 
6.   You want to love others as God has loved you.   
  
5.   You care more about serving than being served. 
 
4.   You desire deeper, more fulfilling relationships. 
 
3.    You value someone who accepts you "just the 

way you are", but can also speak the truth in love. 
 
2. You would like to better share God's love with the 

people in your life. 
 
1. You desire to live out Jesus’ example of loving 

one other, one person at a time. 
 
Side By Side is a new ministry forming to "help 

women to grow in the likeness of Christ by living out 
His example of authentic, God-centered relationships."  
Using Scriptural examples and the book Authentic Re-
lationships (W. Jacobsen & C. Jacobsen), we will begin 
with God's simple command to "love one another", and 
explore all 22 “one another” references in the New Tes-
tament. 
 

Meeting:  
Mondays 9:30 – 11am (in Rm L15)  

starting January 24, 2011     
   

To Sign Up or Ask Questions:   
contact:   

Sandra Morris at 724.349.0727  
or jsmorris1987@hotmail.com  

Cindy Jones at 724.463.3594 or 
bccmjones@comcast.net  

DISCIPLESHIP 

mailto:jsmorris1987@hotmail.com
mailto:bccmjones@comcast.net


DISCIPLESHIP 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

1/2 Day Hangout 
Friday, JANUARY 28th 

Grades K-6th 

12:00-3:30 

 

Even though Christmas vacation has just ended, we 
have started to plan the afternoon for the first half day 
of school for 2011.  The children will be involved in a 
Bible study, crafts, games, and fellowship.  We will pro-
vide a light lunch which will include pizza.  Registra-
tion is required; please call the church office at 724-

349-5556.  We will host up to 100 children. 
 

 

Outreach ministries like this cannot happen without 
caring adults and youth helpers.  We appreciate your 
past support and welcome your "Arms of Love" as we 
again reach out  through our congregation into the 
community.  Please call Linda Blakely  at 724-349-
6766 or Shari Costello at 724-349-5556 by January 17 
if you are available. 

                                   THANK YOU!                       
                        The Children's Ministry Team 
 

THANKS TO OUR CHILDREN’S 
LEADERS 

 
Please pray for the men and women that offer 
their gifts and talents in our children’s Sunday 
School classes.  May God continue to “Transform 
the Minds” of our children and leaders as we 
meet together around His Word Sunday Morn-
ings.  Please extend your thanks to these leaders 
for their service to God through the Children’s 
Ministry!  
 

Sue Moran 
Katie Rowe 

Tammie Brunetta 
Denise Watson 
Emily Manecke 
Jason Stubbe 
Kelli Stubbe 
Joy Decker 
Lori Lezanic 

Jayne Allshouse 
Shari Costello 

We finished our first 

quarter of Faith-

Weaver, which  

focused on the Old Tes-

tament, and are now 

starting on our second 

quarter  

focusing on the life of 

Christ. If you’re inter-

ested in our daily scrip-

tures, just ask! 

We finished up the 

uPick series with some 

questions on creation 

vs evolution and spent 

some time talking 

about Christmas. 

Starting in January, 

we will be revisiting a 

series called, 

“Soundtracks.” Pray 

for us as we talk 

about music and it’s 

effects on us.   

January 

28th 
 

Newsboys, David Crowder, Sanctus Real, Red 

and more with Speaker Tony Nolan!  

All for $10 at the door! 

Don’t miss this awesome night at the  

Bryce Jordan Center 

Sign-up outside the Stone Lounge! 



 A community of dancers is emerging among the 
IUP students and members here at Graystone!  They are 
joining together to learn how to dance – and to reach out to 
others, and invite them into the Kingdom of God through the 
medium of dance.   
 On Saturday, December 11, the first of seven 
scheduled swing dances was held in the Gathering Place.  
Liberti students worked together to create props and deco-
rate the room in 50’s Christmas décor.  A one-hour dance 
lesson by a professional swing dancer was followed by free dance to         oldies but goodies.  

 The next dance is scheduled for January 29th.  If you’re interested in participating in this 

outreach to IUP students, contact Linda Ference (724-422-3153), George Caroff, or Megan Cal-

houn.   

 Several Graystone members hosted Thanksgiving meals for in-
ternational students at their home, and shared the warmth and good 
news of Christ with them.  Miya, who is a Christian, asked for a Bible in 
English, so we arranged to give one to her, and also introduced her to 
the Liberti Student Group at Graystone.   

 When she received her Bible, Miya asked to look up the Lord’s 

prayer.  We read it together out of her new Bible, and then she recited it 

in Chinese.  She wept and said, “Now I am in a family!” 

Miya and other international students came to Liberti Groups for dinner and Bible Studies, and stayed 
to decorate their first Christmas tree.  We sang Christmas carols in Chinese, drank hot tea, took lots 
of pictures, and shared stories about home.    
 
Crystal Wu’s mother sent me a note from China after one of these groups.  It read: 
I want to thank you for always helping my girl, and bringing her so many friends. I am so happy 
that my daughter has you companied with her… Thank you so much. 
 
 

 

On December 19, university students who were home for Christmas break gathered to meet and reconnect for a brunch 
between services.  We want them to know that they have a FAMILY here at Graystone – even when they’re away! 
 

Liberti Discipleship students met together Fall semester to go through 
the book of James, and it was amazing to see the power of God’s 
Word working in their lives.  They learned to “not only hear the 
Word… but DO what it says” (James 1:22) – and began to put this 
into practice in their lives.  
In February, many students will continue to take steps as disciples of 
Christ by attending the CCO JUBILEE conference in Pittsburgh. 
Please prayerfully consider helping sponsor a student in this learning 
opportunity!   
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DISCIPLESHIP 

Jubilee is Coming Soon! 



ARCADIA FOOD PROJECT 

 
 The ladies at the Arcadia 
Presbyterian Church met us to receive 
your donated food on December 13.  
They are always pleased with Gray-
stone’s generous giving. 
 
 Judy and I have found this mission to be re-
warding for quite a few years.  We wish to announce 
that our January, 2011 trip will be our last.  We encour-
age others to volunteer in this mission endeavor.  Any-
one who might accept this challenge, even on a rotat-
ing basis, should contact the church office or myself for 
information.   
 

The next Arcadia food collection 
is scheduled for January 2. 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH 

 

AVAILABLE NOW!!! 
2011 MISSION  

YEARBOOK OF 
PRAYER AND STUDY 

 
 
 

This little book may be one of the best-kept secrets at 
Graystone.  For more than 117 years the Mission Year-
book has brought the Presbyterian family together daily 
for prayer and study. The theme for 2011 is: “Grow 
Christ’s Church Deep and Wide,” based on Matthew 
28: 18-20 and Mark 9:35. Stories of faith and hope from 
next door and around the globe will inspire you daily, 
along with lectionary readings ideal for personal devo-
tions. Use it for daily devotions, increase your mission 
awareness, be inspired by  the good things happening 
in our denomination at home and abroad, and partner 
with mission workers in prayer. Just stop into the 
church office and ask for one! 

SEANOR  

LIBRARY 

 Sometimes our library helpers have to be de-
tectives.  The information on the book check out cards 
is not always complete or legible.  One name that kept 
recurring on our cards was Tim Johnson.  Tim checked 
out fiction books, he checked out non-fiction books, 
family videos and adult non-fiction videos.  We found 
out that Tim is a 3rd grade teacher in the Seeds of Faith 
School.  He sometimes brings his class to the library 
just to read for pleasure.  He is a real book person and 
he loves our library.  He was a history major in college, 
but he says he has learned so much history from the 
Gilbert Morris series of books in the library. He has 
read all thirty-two books.  Now he’s learning about the 
problems of the Jewish nation in the Thoene novels 
also in the Teen Section of the library.  He recom-
mends our library to all ages for pleasure and for study.  
We thank Tim for his kind words.  We hope many oth-
ers will discover the possibilities of Seanor Library. 
 
 We are still purchasing children’s books with 
monies from the James Myers Memorial Fund.  Books 
for young children include: a series four books called 
Big Thoughts for Little Thinkers by Joey Allen. The four 
subjects covered are the gospel, scripture, the trinity 
and mission.  Also for young children is Read-Aloud 
Bible Stories vol. 1 by Ella K. Lindvall. It is a Gold Me-
dallion Book award winner and a C.S. Lewis honor 
book.  For older children new books include a Calde-
cott Medal winner Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline 
Martin, also Petunia Peppers Picture Day by Cathy 
Breisacher and How Full Is Your Bucket? For Kids by 
Tom Rath and Mary Reckmeyer. 
 
 For adults we have books by two well-known 
authors, Loved by God by R.C. Sproul and Orthodoxy  
by G.K. Chesterton.  The Jesus Habits, Exercising the 
Spiritual Disciplines of Jesus by Jay Dennis is a good 
book for the New Year. 
 
 Please start your New Year right by returning 
your book or video promptly.  Someone else may be 
interested in checking it out 

DISCIPLESHIP 

SPECIAL THANKS  
 

The Presbyterian Women are very grateful for the con-
tributions received as a result of our Thank Offering 
appeal.  Our members and the congregation contrib-
uted $2,400 to the collection.  The money has been 
forwarded to be added to the denomination-wide fund 
and will be used to give aid and comfort to some of the 
“most vulnerable” people across the globe.  Thank you 
for your always generous gifts. 



Jeanne McClure, Mark Elgin, George Wida, and Janel Gascoine  
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MEMBER CARE 

STEPHEN  

SOLUTIONS 

MEMBER CARE 

STEPHEN MINISTERS ARE CALLED 
TO BE CAREGIVERS 

GOD IS THE CUREGIVER 
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will 

fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2 

 

HAVE A BLESSED AND HAPPY NEW 
YEAR! 

 
The Stephen Ministry Team has some exciting 
news! Our four trainees’ are going to be finishing 
their (50) fifty hours of training on January 19, 
2011.  Yahoo! So exciting and rewarding!  Please 
watch for the upcoming date in our church bulletin 
for their Commissioning, so together as a parish 
family we can welcome our newest Stephen Min-
isters: Mark Elgin, Janel Gascoine, Jeanne 
McClure and George Wida! 
 
Heavenly Father, I come to you as humble as I 
know how. I confess my sins, those known and 
unknown. Lord, you know I am not perfect and I 
fall short everyday of my life, but I want to take 
time out to say thank you for your mercy. Thank 
you for your amazing grace. Thank you for my 
home, food, life, family, friends, and everything I 
have. 
 
When you or someone you know is in need of 
care… please call the church office or one of our 
Referral coordinator’s. 

Pastor Bill Milligan, 724-349-5556 x15 
Fred Mitchell, 724-349-6114 
Edna Lehman, 724-463-0058 

PARISH NURSES ANNOUNCE JANUARY IS:  

NATIONAL  
GLAUCOMA  

AWARENESS MONTH 
 

“The Lord opens the eyes of the blind;  
the Lord raises those who are bowed down;  

the Lord loves the righteous.” (Psalms 146:8) 
 
     Glaucoma is when the pressure within the eye in-
creases, leading to irreversible damage to the optic 
nerve and results in impaired vision.  There are two 
types of Glaucoma, “Open-Angle” and “Angle Closure”.  
Open Angle Glaucoma accounts for 80% of Glaucoma 
cases in the USA.  Symptoms are gradual loss of the 
field of vision over years.  Usually affects both eyes. 
Although not curable, it IS treatable with eye drops and 
other medications.  Contrary to Open-Angle, the Angle-
Closure Glaucoma can be cured.  It is usually present 
in one eye with rapid rise in intraocular (inside the eye) 
pressure accompanied by redness and pain in or 
around eye, severe headache, nausea, vomiting and 
blurred vision.  If treated before 48-72 hrs of onset, it is 
curable.  If not treated within 48-72 hours of onset, the 
damage will be irreversible. 
 
Risk Factors: 

 - Over 40 

 - African American 

 - Family History 

 - Long Term Steroid Therapy 
 
     Remember to get your eyes checked regularly and 
ask your doctor if they have tested your eye pressure 
lately and ask them to check it if it hasn’t been done 
already.  REPORT ANY CHANGES I VISION TO DOC-
TOR IMMEDIATELY!! 
 

PEP LUNCH 
 

Wednesday, January 19 
12:00 noon 

Gathering Place 
 

Call Gladys Rodgers  
at 724-465-6444 
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Graystone Welcomes 
Bill Milligan 

Interim Part-Time  
Associate Pastor 

 
 
Bill and his wife, Edi, moved to Indiana several 
years ago after Bill “retired” from active ministry.  
Since then they have been anything but  retired.  
Bill served as Interim Pastor at Elderton Presbyte-
rian Church and Edie has been active in a variety 
of ministries at Graystone.  As a couple they have 
a deep and refreshing faith in Christ that is conta-
gious  and uplifting.  Bill will be doing visitation, 
giving oversight to our Deacon and Compassion 
ministries and will be assisting in worship.  Bill is a 
welcome addition to our staff. 

Have a Happy and 
Blessed New Year! 

From the Graystone Staff 
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