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A generous man will prosper;
he who refreshes will himself be refreshed.
Prov 11:25-27

We know it's true. Jesus Himself said “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” However, we find
ourselves too often afraid to really put “living generously” into practice.  Perhaps it's a fear that we won'’t
have enough for ourselves, or that we won’t have what it takes to not only keep up with the proverbial
“Joneses” (whoever they are) but to outdo the Joneses. Somehow we just can’t seem to let go and live gen-
erously in order to honor God and serve others. So how do we learn to live generously?

This month, we will be exploring some scriptural “why’s” and “how’s” of generous living. Generosity
doesn’t come naturally; it's a spiritual discipline that needs to be cultivated. The discipline of living as gener-
ous stewards of God’s good gifts is a challenge to us because it affects every aspect of our life. It is very
practical; it's where faith meets life. It shapes how we spend our time, how we use our money, what we allow
our minds to think, what we say and the attitude with which we say it, what emotions we allow to reside in us,
how we treat the earth, what and how much we consume, the quality of our relationships, and even the well
being of our neighbor...pretty inclusive isn’t it?

It is in this all-inclusive framework that we will consider our financial stewardship this month. Placing
our finances into a broader theological and “real life” framework will challenge us to think deeper about what it
means to live generously. God is the ultimate and most lavish giver. The most popular verse in the Bible be-
gins “For God so loved the world that He gave....” Paul tells us that “He who did not spare His own Son but
gave Him up for us all, will he not also give us all things with Him?” When we give we reflect the heart of
God.

As we enter November, open your heart to enter into the adventure of living generously.

UPCOMING EVENTS

. 2012 Pledge Card | Operation Christmas Child
Hanging of the Greens Dedication Dedication Sundzy

Sunday, Nouvember 27 | Sunday, November 20 November 13
Please return your completed Collection Week

11:15-3:01 cards to worship to be

presented for dedication. November 14-21




@ From the Pastor’s Heart

Dear Graystone Family and Friends,

November is a great month. I'm not so fond of
raking leaves but | love to split wood for our wood
stove. | find it refreshing to get away from the com-
puter and phone to swing my axe. Not only is it invigo-
rating; | get instant results. Wood flying through the air
brings great fulfilment. As a stubborn log groans, gives
way, and slowly cracks there is a feeling of victory.
knowing there is enough firewood to last the winter is
even more satisfying. To me, these simple pleasures
are the best.

But there are two more reasons | appreciate
November. The first is the rich family times at Thanks-
giving. Thanksgiving is the one holiday that we can all
be together as an extended family. (Christmas and
Easter don’t work for me.©) For the past 20 years or
so members of my family, Beth‘s family, along with us
have rented cabins at a state park. We started at
Whitewater State Park in Ohio with 8 adults and 8 kids.
Over the years we have added spouses and another
generation of children. Our numbers are 22 adults (the
original kids grew up!) and 5 children. Now we take an
annual trek to Moraine State Park and spend a week
together. Apart from a wonderful turkey dinner with all
the trimmins’ a favorite activity has been our annual
football game played in rain, sunshine, snow squalls
and all sorts of weather. These annual get-togethers
are a reminder of God’s goodness, which leads to the
other reason | like November : gratitude.

Developing an “attitude of gratitude” is not al-
ways easy for me. | know | am to “give thanks in every-
thing,” but | often fall way short. But at Thanksgiving
it's different. It's a time | can slow down, pause, and
consciously take stock of all that is important in life.
For me it's a time to be still, enjoy God’s amazing gifts
and overwhelming beauty and simply, well ... give
thanks.

May you find abundant reason to give thanks
this Thanksgiving.

Gratefully Yours,

fuck

Pastor Hurley
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A Note from our Interim Associate Castor...

Direct Access

With November comes election day, Thanksgiving, Advent
and, use of our brand new church pictorial directory!! In
different ways, all of these allow us “direct access”. As citi-
zens of the United States we have direct access to choose
who governs us. We vote. As part of the Graystone family,
we now have an updated direct access to see who our fel-
low members are. The photos in this new directory can help
us recognize one another. It will also help us pray for and
encourage one another as well too. Special thanks to the
team members who made this new directory happen: Peggy
Garbick, Larry Stubbe, Darlene Uhron, Edie Milligan, Sandy
Burwell, Coralie Hershman, Margie Bucci, Rudy Steffish and
all their team members who helped.

Having direct access to God in Christ will allow us to give
direct and specific thanks to the Lord when as a nation we
pause and give thanks to Him on November 24™. As we
actually do this in song, in acts of sharing food with the hun-
gry, in our collective prayers as a congregation, and, in our
family unites around a dining table — may we consciously be
saying “Yea God!, Praise the Lord for He is good, Thank You
our gracious Provider.” Wow — what a privilege.

Finally, as we start the period of preparation and anticipa-
tion called Advent, may we realize all over again that this is
when God directly accessed us, when He became incarnate
and lived out God’s will right here in front of all to see. We
are given direct access to our sovereign Lord and Savior! —

let’s do it.
Q )/
Dily

Bill
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Sermon Schedule

Fall Sermon Series:
“[ jving Generously”
A Series on Stewardship

November 6—Communion Sunday
“Living Generously Sets Us Free”
Matthew 19:16-30
All Saints Day

November 13
“Living Generously Releases Trust, Joy and Hope”
Luke 12:22-32

November 20
“Living Generously Reflects God’s Riches In Christ
Luke 12:13-21; Phil 4:10-20
Christ the King Sunday
Dedication of Pledge Cards

4

Advent Sermon Series:
“Immanuel: God’s Healing
Presence In the World”

November 27
“Hope In a World of Uncertainty
First Sunday in Advent

”

Worship Statistics: FYI

OCTOBER 2011

8:30 11:00 Total Offering
10/2/11 257 178 | 435 | $28,982.96
10/9/11 233 177 | 410 | $15,659.33
10/16/11 264 | 233 | 497 | $12,521.60
10/23/11 285 199 | 484 | $15,871.89
10/30/11 267 178 | 445 | $13,073.14

261 193 | 454 | $17,221.78
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Family Qelvent
Celeloreition

: for bhe

L3y Hanging of the Greens

It is time to prepare, the Advent of the Lord is near!

Sunday, November 27
11:15 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Everyone who enjoys the decorations of the Advent and
Christmas seasons, is encouraged to join in the fellowship of
making and hanging wreaths to decorate the church as we
prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus.

Bring all family members, bring your work clothes, bring
your prunning shears, and bring your joy to share during this
gathering of the family of God.

11:15 Wreath Station
12:00 Luncheon
12:30-2:00 Wreath Making
Reservations are not required, but would be appreciated if
your family plans on eating at the luncheon. Reservations
can be made by calling or emailing Becky Alter at
724-349-5556 or balter@graystonepc.org
and

Come help decorate the sanctuary for Christmas on
Saturday, December 3 from 4:00-5:30pm. No special skills
are required, just a willing heart and able hands. If you are
available to help please contact the church office at
724-349-5556. Everyone is needed and welcome!

SUPPORT AND ADMINISTRATION

Memorial Fund

When | stand in Glory, | will see His face.
There I'll serve my King forever, in that holy place.
Words from the song “There Is a Redeemer”.

The following people are remembered with
monetary gifts in their memory.
John Bultrud
Dorothy Strong

Contributed by:

Neil & Edna Lehman
Betty Jean Bobella
Patrick & Marcia Lieb

Donald & Claire Hogan
William & Susanna Sink



Children’s Minisiry

Drop-=n-Shop

Free Quality Childcare

Saturday, Deceniber 3
1200-4:00 pmi

- 2
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I
Christmas is fast approaching and you may need some
time to shop or just get away for a few hours. Let us
help you by providing free quality childcare for your
children. Saturday, December 3rd we will be hosting
the Drop-n-Shop, were your children can come and
have a fun day while you have a peaceful Saturday af-
ternoon, as you prepare for Christmas. Please share
the coupon below with someone you work with,
someone in your neighborhood or a friend or family
member that might be interested. Reservations are
suggested, but not required. You can make a reserva-

tion by calling or emailing the church office at (724)-
349-5556 or balter@graystonepc.org.

Volunteers needed

The Children’s Ministry Team invites you to join with
us in extending our Arms of Love into the community.
If you are interested in volunteering for this event
please call Shari Costello 724-349-5556. We also need
cut-out sugar cookies (no icing please); they can be
dropped off in the church office prior to Tuesday, No-
vember 29.

J Coupon Information k

Redeem for Free Quality Childcare
At Graystone Presbyterian Church
640 Church St
Indiana, Pa 15701
724-349-5556(call to make a reservation)
Saturday, December 3 1:00-4:00pm

N

-
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November 11-13 ' D v
The Stone Fall Retreat

Ready for a weekend away from home to focus
on God and build your relationships with your
friends at the Stone? Well it's not too late! This
November we will be heading o Camp Allegheny
to do just that! The weekend will include mes-

sages from multiple leaders as well i -
as opportunities for service and '
personal growth, as well as a lot of

fun with your friends. We'll be leaving Nov 11th
at 4:30pm and returning on Sunday the 13th a
. little after noon. The cost of the
% weekend will be $80, and sign up
sheets are available at any Stone ac-
tivity. Don't miss this great opportunity to grow!
Invite a friend!

Thanksgiving Dinner

November 19th @ épm @
The Stone will be hosting it's annual &3 , I

Thanksgiving dinner again this year.

Join us for a time of enjoying God's blessings
and expressing the many things we have to be
grateful for. More info to come!

vooking Aheagq)

Christmas Party Lock-In - December 9-10
Super Bowl Party - February 5
Teen Quest Snow Camp Retreat - February 10-12

6 7 S

Sunday mornings this fall We're just about ready to
we will be going through ~ Wrap up our series called

a series called Here Flipped, which has dis-
Comes the Judge. The ~ cussed the many things
series will go through Christ has said and done to
the book of Judges and ~ flip culture on its head.
take a close look at the ~ Next we'll be starting a
people God used o save ~ Series called, I Used fo
Israel and God's constant Rule the World.

and continual love for his
people, even when they
turn from him. We've
already looked at Ehud,
Deborah, and Gideon.
Pray that these stories
speak God's truth to the

Stone Small Groups
Sunday Evenings @ 6:30
Come out Sunday evenings
for small group bible stud-
ies for Jr/Sr High Guys/
Girls. Find a place for you!




MISSION

GRAYSTONE'S
CAMPUS
CONNECTION

It was a cold and rainy night... on Saturday, October 1,
when Graystone members and Liberti students worked
together to serve 2,600 hotdogs to hungry IUP students as
they celebrated homecoming.

Many students huddled around the fire, munched hot dogs,
and talked openly about their lives with those who were
there to love them in the name of Jesus.

Thanks to EVERYONE who helped with Midnight Mis-
sion. Your servant hearts and arms of love touched many
lives with the Good News of Christ.

Liberti FALL RETREAT
Focused on WISDOM

Students RETREATED to the woods to learn and grow in
their relationships with God and each other on October 14-
16. They were challenged to consider the “essence of
Christianity” — learning that it’s “faith expressing itself
through LOVE.” They then asked for wisdom from God to
help them
walk this
out in their
7, everyday

. lives back
% on campus.

!

“RAKE ‘N’ RUN” THANK YOUs

Liberti students want to say “THANK YOU” to those at
Graystone who have so generously cooked and served them
LUNCHES over the past year, by RAKING the yards of
those who need help with leaves this fall.

If you would like to be visited by a RAKE ‘N’ RUN team,
please call the church office and talk to Pastor Milligan.

BREAD GLEANERS HELP TO FEED
HUNGRY

Jesus was (and is) concerned that hungry people have bread
to eat. See Mark 8:1-9. With that thought in mind, we at
the Chevy Chase Center have been gleaning day-old bread,
rolls and other bakes goods from generous local bakers and
making it available to people who need it Monday through
Friday at two “Bread Tables” in the hall of the center at 640
N 5th Street.

A year ago 30-40 people were coming through the center
for free bread; now 60-80 people are coming through the
center daily...a sad economic barometer. Some days the
tables are empty by the afternoon.

We at the Chevy Chase Center would like to thank and pub-
lically commend the compassion of Mike Young and the
wonderful bakers at Martin’s; Ed Bratton, Dennis Bray and
the wonderful bakers at Giant Eagle; and John Yves Boulard
and the wonderful bakers and Six Hands Bakery. Thank you
alll

We volunteers at the center pick up the day-old bread
around 8:00 a.m. and transport it to the center in our own
vehicles. Our current list of bread gleaners is made up of
Lymna Conner, Hubert Redd, Herman Fisher, Bill Otto, Lisa
Kuzneski, Ron Lezanic and myself. If anyone would like to
help with these deliveries, call me or e-mail me at billshane2
@hotmail.com.

The Chevy Chase Community Action Center serves summer
lunch to kids in a variety of places, conducts after-school
programs and other ministries of compassion.

The Chevy Chase Community Center is a United Way agency
and would appreciate your considering allocating a portion
of your United Way contribution to the center.

Bill Shane, President
Chevy Chase Community Action Center



FOCUSONETHIOFIA

In November of 2000 The Dorothy
Lawrence Circle of Graystone Presbyterian
Women adopted a young boy from the Ethio-
pia Compassion Program. Tefera Muluneh is
now 20 and is a student at the Debra Birhan
Mekane Yesus Church Student Center. His
grade level is equivalent to a 9th grader.

In a letter to the Circle, via Erla Seac-
| rist, on September 2, Tefera thanks the Circle
for the monetary gift which he used to buy a
7 blanket and pay for his picture. He wrote (in
|| his native language Amharic and translated
into English) that he celebrated last Christmas
by singing, listening to God’s word with his
~ friends and watching drama.

o While in the Compassion’s sponsor-
ship program, Tefera is provided Bible teach-
ing, medical treatment, hygiene supplies, health education,
tutoring, and recreational activities. The center also provides
regular meetings for the parents or guardians.

Tefera lives with foster parents from the costal com-
munity of Debre Birhan, home to approximately 88,000 resi-
dents. Typical houses include a dirt floor, wood walls, and cor-
rugated iron roofs. The regional diet consists of beads, bread
and potatoes. Common health problems include tuberculosis
and HIV/AIDS.

This Compassion Program is helping to release chil-
dren from poverty in Jesus’ name.

Esther Shane
Mission Awareness Committee

~ 151 3 " N . s
Graystone Church supports the Ethiopia Education
Endowment Fund for three schools in Dembi Dolla, arms of the
Bethel Mekan Yesus Church. These Funds are used to provide
quality education for young people and church leaders in one
of many poor areas of Ethiopia.

Mission Statement
OQur mission, motivated by
ing, and healing, is to encourage and promote quality education
in a Christian environment for the people of Western Wolega
Ethiopia.

The PC(USA) funds were started in 2003 to help sup-
port this mission. The National church has grown from 20,000
to almost 5 million members over the last 40 years. The West-
ern Wollega Bethel Synod has 11 districts made up of 450 con-
gregations.

Rev. Lawrence S. Moir, a PC(USA) mission co-worker
visited with many of the students. He was impressed with the
passion these young people had for their future and the future
of their nation. They stated that seeking the will of God is the
key to unlocking the future.

Chri
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Joy.
Free with every purchase.

DITCH THE MALL.
BUY A PIG.

The Alternative Gift event is returning to Gray-
stone for the third consecutive year! Alternative Gifting
is a great way for YOU to become involved in showing
God’s love to others in an authentic and genuine way!
Purchasing a gift, in the name of your loved ones is a
unique and meaningful way to honor them as well as
serve God and help in assisting others that God loves
too. A wide variety of possibilities are available. This
year we will again be able to assist those choosing gifts
from Church World Service by accepting your donation,
providing you with a gift card and a description of what
you have purchased!

Members of the Mission Awareness Team will
be available from Sunday, November 20' through the
Advent season to facilitate this opportunity. A table will
be in the Gathering Place following the 8:30 service
through the beginning of the Sunday School hour.
Stop by to take a look at the many options available.

Last month, during our church wide
“Refreshing the heart of Graystone” weekend, Valerie
Bell challenged us all to consider becoming Global Ac-
tivist. Alternative Gift giving can be a way to start. We
challenge the Graystone members to not only give al-
ternative gifts but to answer the question “What do you
want for Christmas?” with a different response this
year. This year why not tell your family and friends that
you really want:

a partnership in building a well in a village
without adequate drinking water

a sewing machine for a woman in the
Dominican Republic so she can earn enough
money to support her family and send her
children to school

a 1 year supply of Vitalita for 10 children without
adequate nutrition

S t 'athoeEshvenantl Seeds for 3tffndi€sidd the§ can P I e a

grow their own food

a share in a school building
There are many organizations that provide ways to give
alternative gifts and contact information for other gift
giving ideas will be available as well. So whether your
“hot button” of suffering is; hunger, disaster, human
trafficking, social injustice, or education, you can find a
way to begin to show God’s love to those whose suffer-
ing He has placed on your heart, We encourage each
of you to give this a try: Start small — ditch the mall.
Buy a pig....or a bee hive, a rabbit, a goat, a jerry can,
a birthing kit.... Bless others as God has blessed you.
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Seanor Library News

Some of our members have been surprised to
find books in Seanor Library which are on the Best-
Seller list! Here are three: The Help by Kathryn Stock-
ett, Heaven is for Real: A Little Boy’s Astounding Story
of His Trip to Heaven and Back by Todd Burpo and
Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay. If you are
interested in borrowing a book and it is already
checked out, we can put your name on a waiting list.

We have had requests for several books which we
now have available: Knowing God by J. I. Packer. The
Rose Trilogy series by Beverly Lewis. The Thorn is the
newest book in that series. We now have six books in
the O’'Malley series by Dee Henderson. Many enjoy
the Morris books in the Teen Section of our library. We
have received a donation of several books by Lynn
Morris and Gilbert Morris.

The Seanor Library is open whenever the church is
open. We hope you will use it for your leisure reading,
to read to your children, to find reference materials for a
class or Bible study, or to find help with a problem or
answers to questions. Our library team is available to
help you.

w__ Otaff News .

. - %7\
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We rejoice at the birth of
Rhett Gilbert on October 28
to Connie and Chad Bothell.
| Connie is the Administrative
Assistant at Graystone.

W Rhett was welcomed by his
| big sister, McKenna and big
brother, Silas.

0/28/2011

If you would like to send
a card to the new family, |
their address is: ¢

213 Maple Avenue
Indiana, PA 15701
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MIRACLES

Yes, there are miracles happening in Graystone Church!

With a tender heart and a smile | will attempt to share a
little about the GriefShare Ministry in our church.

It’s difficult to even think of facing tomorrow when you have
lost a loved ones. It seems as if no one understands the
depth of your pain. Then...someone tells you about Grief-
Share and you take that very difficult first step and walk
through the library door right into open arms just waiting to
give you a welcoming hug. Healing begins.

GriefShare is a special seminar and support group designed
to give comfort to those who are traveling the long and
sometimes very lonely journey of grief. God’s GriefShare
ministry in Graystone Church began it’s 10th 13-week ses-
sion on October 6. Each individual meeting is self-
contained—you can join anytime-and includes a video,
group discussion and sharing. As sharing begins our group
becomes a family, loving and supporting one another. We
see it happen.

Prior to the start of each 13-week session we pray thanking
God as he secretly “designs” our group. What a job He
does! During the past five years it has been a special bless-
ing to meet, get to know and grow to love over 200 wonder-
ful people from many churches throughout more than 17
communities.

Lori Jo Bell, Sara Almes and | are privileged to experience
God’s miracles as he takes shattered hearts and meds
them—making them even more beautiful than ever—as
only he can do. That’s where the smile comes in. | believe |
can actually feel my heart smile as | watch our all powerful,
loving, compassionate and amazing God at work. No job is
too big for him.

Jean Clark, Parish Nurse
I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my
heart instructs me. | have set the Lord always before me.

Because he is at my right hand | will not be shaken.
Psalm 16:7-8

Deepest Sympathy

Kay Risinger Popiel from Mecina, NY passed away on
October 12. She was a member of Graystone church

several years ago. Our sympathies are with the
family.
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Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
9:00 Presbyterian 8:00 Prayer Group 6:30 Promise Keepers 7:30 Men'’s Small
Women Core Leaders 9:45 Image Bearers Bible Study—Eat N Park Group—~Perkins
2:30 Stone Lite 12:00 Personnel Com- 10:00 Ministry Staff
6:00 Bells mittee—Library Meeting
6:00 Stephen Ministry 6:30 Stone 1:00 Library
Continuing Ed— “The 6:30 Celebration 6:15 Girl Scouts
Sandwich Generation 6:30 Depression Sup- 6:30 Chancel
Situation” and Peer port Group—Chapel 6:30 Grief Share—
Groups 7:00 Liberti—Room 220 | Surviving the Holidays
7:00 National/Global 6:30 Side by Side
Mission 7:00 Worship Team
6 71:30 Ladies Afternoon | 8 9 10 1 12
8:00 Prayer for Worship | Bible Study—L15 9:30 Presbyterian 8:00 Prayer Group 6:30 Promise Keepers SOF—No School 7:30 Men’s Small
8:30 Worship Women Circles 9:45 Image Bearers Bible Study—Eat N Park | Youth Fall Retreat at Group—Perkins

9:45 Sunday School

2:30 Stone Lite

6:30 Stone

10:00 Staff Meeting

Camp Allegheny

10:00 Presbytery—

9:45 Who Are We Class 6:00 Bells 6:30 Celebration 1:00 Library 6:00 College Lock-In Clarion

11:00 Worship 7:00 Liberti—Room 220 | 6:30 Chancel

5:00 Crusaders 6:30 Grief Share

5:00 Youth Ministry 6:30 Side by Side

Team Meeting 7:00 Worship Team

5:30 Liberti Leader-

ship—Manse

6:30 Stone Small

13 Operation Christ- | 14 15 16 17 18 19

mas Child Dedication | 1:30 Ladies Afternoon 9:00 Stephen Ministry 8:00 Prayer Group 6:30 Promise Keepers 7:30 Men’s Small
8:00 Prayer for Worship | Bible Study—L15 Peer Groups 9:45 Image Bearers Bible Study—Eat N Park Group—Perkins
8:30 Worship 2:30 Stone Lite 6:30 Stone 10:00 Ministry Staff

9:45 Sunday School 6:00 Stephen Ministry 6:30 Celebration 11:30 Core Leadership

9:45 Uganda Presenta- Peer Groups 6:30 Grief Share Team

tion 6:00 Bells 6:30 Depression Sup- 1:00 Library

9:45 Who Are We Class 7:00 Deacons port Group—Chapel 6:30 Chancel

11:00 Worship 7:00 Liberti—Room 220 | 6:30 Grief Share

5:00 Crusaders 6:30 Side by Side

5:30 Liberti Leader- 7:00 Worship Team

ship—Manse

6:30 Stone Small

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

8:00 Prayer for Worship | 1:30 Ladies Afternoon 2:30 Stone Lite 8:00 Prayer Group 7:30 Men’s Small
8:30 Worship Bible Study—L15 6:00 Bells ' Happy Thanksgiving | Office Closed! Group—Perkins
9:45 Sunday School 7:00 Session Office Closes at 12:00 Office Closed

9:45 Who Are We Class noon

11:00 Worship

5:00 Crusaders

5:30 Liberti Leader-

ship—Manse

6:00 Youth Thanksgiv-

ing Dinner

27 28 29 30

8:00 Prayer for Worship | 1:30 Ladies Afternoon 2:30 Stone Lite 8:00 Prayer Group

8:30 Worship Bible Study—L15 6:00 Bells 9:45 Image Bearers

9:45 Sunday School
9:45 Who Are We Class
11:00 Worship

11:15 Hanging of the
Greens

5:00 Crusaders

5:30 Liberti Leader-
ship—Manse

6:30 Stone Small
Groups

6:30 Stone
6:30 Celebration
7:00 Liberti—Manse




